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Art. |. What is Present Duty. 


This is an important question at all times, but especially so at the 
present, with reference to the preservation of our rights against 
the invasions of Popery. It was an answer to such a question, 
that I promised in my former paper on the value of our liberty, and the 
danger to which it is exposed. Feeble as my endeavors may be on 
this great subject, I trust the reader will indulge me with his attention. 
When an enemy attacks with a mixed power, it becomes necessary to 
come to the defence with a similar one. Popery comes against us with 
a mixed power—a political and ecclesiastical power; therefore we ought 
to have this in view. It indeed bears the name only of the latter, on 
which account our political sentinels are allowing it to pass quietly 
into the midst of our camp. But the truth is, its ecclesiastical power, 
is but a cloak to hide the deadly weapons of the other, until the mo- 
ment for action arrives. Some things which ought to be presently 
done, must therefore of necessity pertain to the magistrate both in his 
legislative and executive capacity. On this I will not speak here, only 
this much—He ought to be a terror to evil doers. Consistently with 
this view of his office, he never can admit the oath of an adhering Ro- 
man Catholic in any case, in which an oath can be violated to the inju- 
ry either of the Protestant religion, or free government, or to the ad- 
vantage of the Roman church. For it is not only the interest of Ro- 
man Catholics so to do, but it still is, as it long has been, one of their 
avowed principles, while the strongest inducements to act upon it are held 
forth. If he cannot consistently admit their oath in any such case, he can 
neither admit them into office nor to citizenship. If he does, be admits 
them to perjury, and the perpetration of every crime against innocent 
and unsuspecting society, to which their well known principles incline 
them, and their absolute obedience to the Pope binds them, whenever 
he shall judge it fit time to give the word. But there is small reason in- 
deed to hope that any bar to their progress of this kind will be putin. Not 
that I suppose all the public men of this nation to be so ignorant of histo- 
ry as not to know what Popery has been, or so uninformed of the events 
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532 What is Present Duty. 
of the present time, as not to know what it now is. I will not offer 
such an insult to them; or that there is no truly patriotic meu among therm 
so far unawed by party influence as to express their minds on this subject 
without reserve. 1 know and believe there are among them spirits as 
free and independent as they are elevated. But that they should wit. 
ness in silence Roman Catholic Priests, and people coming to do at the 
ballot boxes what they dare not so much as name at the bayonet—to 
overturn our liberties, can be accounted for only on supposition of na. 
tional infatuation. Some things ought to be done by community. And 
I must cordially acquiesce in much that is done. The prompt and fear- 
less avowal of public sentiment respecting Popery and its present de- 
signs; the active perseverance and deligence that is employed to detect 
jesuitual sophistry, and to bring the interior of their nunneries to public 2 
view cannot be too much applauded or vigorously prosecuted. The : 
associations that are forming through the States for diffusing knowledge 
on the subject by all peaceable and orderly methods, is as it should be. 
And I should hail it as a good sign, if all the friends of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, especialiy the editorial part of them were taking proper 
measures to concentrate all their strength, and to co-operate in this 
work. If only the press were free and faithful all would be safe. 
Whatever differences may be conscientiously kept up among Protes- 
tant churches on other subjects, there ought to be none respecting po- 
pery. Let them too unite against the common foe in such a way as A 
will rot require any one to sacrifice what she is conscientious in holding i 
for truth. Much good might be expected if they would come forward 
in such away. What that way should be, it would be presumption for i 
an individual to say. But one thing Iam sure they could do, which 
would be exceedingly important. ‘They could all join in watching eve- 
ry movement of popery throughout the country, and transmitting the 
intelligence to the centre of operations. They could be eyes to the 
public mind, looking at once on all the serpentine motions of the jesuits. 
And I would suggest whether jesuits are not, in many ways little sus- 
pected, spreading their poison. | would ask whether they are not work- 
ing their way in districtschools in the country, and poisoning the youth 
with their insidious tenets? and whether they have not their secret 
agents as other associations have public ones, going through the coun- 
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try secretly, embracing every opportunity that oflers to serve their c 
cause’? They have adopted this epedient before. This suggestion 


occurred to the writer of this article upon finding their books in one in- 
stance with a pedlar, which he affected not to know, after admitting 
that he had them for his own personal devotion. 

Ministers of the word ought to keep up at suitable intervals, the sub- 
ject of Popery before their people, as it is exhibited in the Scriptures. 
And in particular its irreconcilable spirit to any thing like freedom. 
What else can a system be that is represented as coming from hell and 
as returning to it again at the end of its time, in the act of fighting a- 
gainst Christ and all his followers? Wherever popery succeeds to the 
end of its being, itis to be by means of * all deceivableness of unright- 
eousness,” and how long soever it sustains itself, itis by “deceit and vi- 
olence.” When the time arrives, it will be by these means that it will 
overcome and kill God's witnesses. 

If men will not believe, that, in the sad event of their succeeding 
and sustaining themselves in the United States, it will be by these 
means, viz. deceit and violence; let them not pretend to believe that the 
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Bible is the inspiration of God. If these things were faithfully and 





































_ fully exhibited in scripture proof to the religious public, we might hope 

Dject that under God they would awaken some that are sleeping, and quick- 

tS as en the energies of others. . 

Wit. Both ministers and people should, while the moments of quict continue, 

the é weigh with all care the worth of those sentiments which they preach 

—to a and profess. Chey who preach human ability have nothing worth dis- ; 

na- : puting with the Papists about in point of theology. They ought either 

And a to renounce their scheme of doctrine, and take up with the truth of 

ear. 4 Christ, or join the Roman church at once. Their faith is not worth 

de. Z the suffering of persecution for, neither can it support them under it. 

lect . But you, who have built your hope on the righteousness of Christ im- 

blic i puted, and received by faith which is of God’s operation, cannot 

The choose a better position on which to meet the coming tempest. Here 

ge ; is a valuable consideration for which you cannot possibly risk or en- a] 
be. ; dure too much, Stand here and the “gates of hell shall not prevaib 

eli. é against you. Yea, every Bible truth pertaining either to faith or prac- 

Der tice is the pure gold, and worth contending for even unto death. And 

his 4 when a suffering time shall be fully come, and tries men’s souls to the ut- 

mm . most, it willbe of immense importance to have the worth of these before 

a our mind, and operating on our hearts: nothing without this will enable 

1. us to stand. ‘Therefore I say, consider it carefully now what it is you 

as 4 may be called to suffer for. For if suffering times come, they may bring 

ng : enough to do with them besides this. ‘ 
rd : It would be wise and provident to instil these things into the minds 4 
be of the youth; there is no harm in supposing that the cunning ‘ 
ch ™ old serpent is contriving snares and traps to catch them—to allure 
. them ii.to his dens by fair speeches, false promises and jesuitical sophis- 
be try. From the past history of these men, we way learn that no means : 
“ : will be left untried to proselyte the rising generation. Therefore, the | 
> aM most speedy and energetic means should be taken to fortify and prepare } 

.. a the youthful mind. 

¥ ? Christians ought to study when it is a duty, according to scripture ex- 

h ample, to flee from trouble and persecution. Christ says, “ when they 

t persecute you in one city flee ye to another.” When this is the duty of 

. our day and circumstances, it would be presumption to stay and suffer, : 
» it would be tempting providence and a casting of life or property away 

> foolishly. But there is also a time anda case when we cannot flee 

‘ without betraying the cause of truth, When we ought to remain at 

a our posts at all hazards. Let this be maturely considered now; ex- 

> 


amine those cases when Christ and his apostles, and especially Paul 
fled, and when they stood their ground, and they will give us sufficient 
light on the subject. 

Self preservation is the duty of christians in common with other 
men. ‘This also ought to be duly considered. What means of self de- 
fence may christian people warrantably employ! when is it time to 
have recourse to them ? and how far should they be carried? are ques- 
tions of grave import. Were enlightened and sound answers found to 
them now, they might anticipate much trouble and inward disquietment 
of mind in the day of calamity. 

But the main point of present duty is yet to be mentioned, without 
which all means for our defence and preservation will avail us nothing. 
[tis regarding our sins and provocations against the Most High. And Lam 
much, very much afraid that this will be least and last attended to. Sel- 
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fish in the extreme, we would willingly have the shield of his power 
over us, but at the same time are slow and reluctant to do any thing 
for his honor. ° 

“The Lord is with you while ye be with him,” said Oded to Asa, 
and equally certain it is, that ‘if ye forsake him he also will forsake 
you.” The histories of all nations and churches that have been since 
the world began, are witnesses to the truth of this word. It is one of 
the immutable principles in his government of corporate bodies, to which 
there is no exception. Sooner will the heavens and the earth pass 
away and all nations become extinct forever, than a departure from this 
shall be. If then a people have forsaken God, all means will be ineffec- 
tual for their safety, until they return to him under a proper sense of 
their sins. That we as a people have sinned in forsaking him cannot 
be a matter of doubt. e have sinned at no ordinary rate. Blessed 
with privileges beyond all that have gone before us, we have sinned 
beyond all. We have gone faster and farther in that dark and down- 
ward course than any other people. We have committed the sin of a 
hundred years, in ten. The wrinkles of old age are upon us before the 
term of our childhood has expired: we have cast off all fear. A flood 
of wickedness that defies law and equity to restrain it, rolls over the land, 
and bids fair to swallow up all in anarchy and atheism. All, all are 
guilty—church and state, from the highest ruler to the lowest citizen— 
the ministers of religion and the most obscene professor—the _philo- 
sopher, the lawyer and the statesman, the trader, the mechanic and 
farmer, all are involved in the sin of the nation. They have drunk 
deep in the maddening cup of pride, ambition and the cursed lust of gold, 
and are become drunken and stagger in their vomit. 

One of three things then must come out of this, either we must come 
to a true sense and confession of our sins, or we must be punished for 
them, or God must give up his government. The last is impossible, 
and the first is extremely improbable as regards the generality. Yet 
if it could be, we have reason to hope it would be a lengthening of our 
tranquility—if we would as a nation break off from our sins by righ- 
teousness, and our iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. 

But there will bea few that will be disposed tohearken to this. There 
has been and will always be a few—not confined to any church or any 
place, but scattered over the country. They love the gospel in its pu- 
rity. They know that God wroughta great deliverance for our fathers 
and for us at the reformation from Popery, and that he countenanced 
and advanced that great work for several generations. 

They know that the reformation sowed the seeds of liberty where- 
ever they have sprung up, in Europe or America; and that to the ex- 
panding influence of its doctrine on the human mind, is to be attributed 
the advanced state of society here in particular. And they know that 
we have made light of all this; that the reformed churches first grew 
cold in their love and gratitude, and then relaxation of integrity—re- 
missness in duty,—pride and vanity succeeded, and that there have 
grown up in their places and under their names, a succession of men 
that “know not the Lord nor the mighty work which he did;” that 
instead of ascribing our civil and political privileges to him,—using 
them for his honor, and leaving them for an inheritance to our children 
unimpaired, we have been lifted up in pride and self sufficiency ; we, 
though we pretended to set so high a value on freedom for ourselves, 
and claimed it as the birth right of the human race, have refused to 
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ive it toothers or even to let the oppressed go free. We have launched 
out on boundless unprincipled speculations after gain. Our main ambi- 
tiun is for power, for personal aggrandizement and party triumph. We 
have banished God from our thoughts and our councils, and expressly 
refused to regard his will. By this means the worst passions of human 
nature have been nurtured to a frightful maturity. The most unbri- 
died licentiousness, the vilest perfidy, the foulest and most shameless 
corruption, are now common things. And now the aspect of things be- 
gins to appear terrible even to the stupid and the inconsiderate. And 
it is impossible for any to think that a day of retribution can be far off. 
But to the few, that sigh in secret for these things, and try to keep their 
garments clean, | would suggest as a direction to them, suitable for the 
time, the advice of the prophet atasimilar time, Zeph. 2, 3. “Seek ye 
the Lord all ye meek of the earth which have wrought his judgments, 
seek righteousness, seek meekness ; it may be ye shall be hid in the 


day of the Lord’s anger.” This is the only course which we can take 


for safety. It lies outof the view of the popular world, and beneath 
the observation of the Great Spirit, and on that account is the more 
safe; in a word, it is to live and walk with God. It was the negative 
side of this same course that Jeremiah pointed out to Baruch in an 
evil time, when judgment was on the very threshold. “ Thus shalt thou 
say uato him, the Lord saith, thus behold that which I have built will 
I break down, and that which I have planted will 1 pluck up, even this 
whole land. And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not, 
for behold I will bring evil upon all flesh saith the Lord, but thy life 
will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.” Jer. 
xlv. 4. Then be advised not to seek great things, a great name or 
great property, or a high office; live retired and hiden as much as in 
you lies. 

One thing more. It is your duty to be constant in prayer for the 
churches and for the nation. It may be that God will be pleased so far 
to regard it, as to delay or mitigate his judgments. Here itis proper 
to remember, that God would have spared Sodom and Gomorrah at 
Abraham’s intercession if there had been ten righteous in them. We 
believe there are yet many tens here and tens of hundreds too. How 
many times did God remove destruction from Pharaoh and his people at 
the prayer of Moses. How often did he spare Israel for the intreaty of 
this same praying individual. ‘The destruction of Nineveh was put off 
because the king and his people feared the word of the Lord and fast- 
ed. Because even wicked Ahab, who sold himself to do mischief, 
walked softly and humbled himself outwardly, the [Lord would not 
bring all the evil in his days. Who knows, therefore, if he will not return 
and leave a blessing; it we seek him with all our heart it may be that 
he will not bring all the evil in our day, and we may be allowed in the 


undisturbed possession of all our privileges, and come to our grave in 
peace. EGO. 


Arr. II. 4 Caution against a common mode of Deception. 

‘¢ He said unto him, | am a Prophet also as thou art.’’—1 Kings xii. 8, 
This verse exhibits one of the means most commonly used by the 
backsliding and erroneous for the purpose of seducing those, who ad- 
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here to the cause of God and truth. to turn back with them—a means 
which has been more successful to this purpose than persecution itself, 
a means which in this day of defection is handled with peculiar cun- 
ning by the adversary—here vou have it in the address of the old 
prophet of Bethel, to the man of God from Judah: “1 am also as thoy 
art.” This, it will be seen from the narrative, was successful in seduy- 
cing a man who had exhibited a singular example of boldness, self-de- 
nial, and attachment to the cause of God—a man whom neither the 
fear of the wrath of the king, nor the hope of rewards and honors, 

could shake from the faithful discharge of his duty, yet this man was 
brought by the smooth words and fair speeches of a pretended friend, 
to turn back and transgress the commandment of the Lord. 

The man of God from Judah, is to be considered a professor of the 
true religion: he had that day borne a faithful testimony against the idol- 
atrous worship at Bethel: and that this testimony might be followed 
up in practice, he was express!y commanded to turn his back upon that 
corrupt society, as soon as he had delivered the Lord’s message. On 
the other hand the old prophet who seduced him must be viewed asa 
backslider. He had been brought up in the school of the prophets. 
and professed the true religion, “when it was in credit in the days of 
Solomon; but when Jeroboam set up idolatry at Bethel, he still con- 
tinued to reside there, and thus dropt his testimoney for the true reli- 
gion and if he did not attend himself upon the idolatrous worship of 
the calves, he made no opposition to it, and even permitted his sons to 
be present. 

These two men we think may fairly be considered as representing 
two classes of persons, viz: professors of the true religion, and back- 
sliders. And the conduct of the old prophet of Bethel towards the 
man of God from Judah, may be considered as furnishing a striking 
representation of the behaviour of the erroneous and backsliding to- 
wards professors of the true religion. We see the same assiduity in 
enticing them back, the same pretended friendship, and we hear the 
same smooth words, still employed for this purpose: I am also as thou 
art. 

The days of persecution have now passed away; those who main- 
tain a testimony for the truth cannot be put down in this way. ‘Their 
opponents seem sensible that nothing can be gained by attacking them 
with scriptural weapons: this would only verify the words “of the 
psalmist: Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows 
shall be broken. But they hate their testimony, because it condemns 
principles and practices on which their hearts are set; they hate their 
strictness, because they refuse to extend to them the right hand of fel- 
lowship. ‘They therefore take the same method as the old prophet of 
Bethel practised with such success upon the man of God from Judah— 
they hold out the idea that we are all the same, that there is no differ- 
ence, or that it is not worth contending about. “I am also as thou 
art,” said the old prophet: well, certainly, if this is so, we will find him 
accompanying the man of God; he will forsake the idolatry of Bethel, 
and go to the sanctuary of the true God at Jerusalem. But no, this is 
far from being his design; he becomes all one with the man of God, 
that he may induce him to go back with him, and thereby transgress the 
commandment of God, and destroy the testimony which he had that 
day faithfully borne. 

And what is the design of those, who use similar language to us at 
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the presentday? “ We are all one,” say they, “there is no difference :” 
very well, we might reply if this is the case, vou can have no objec- 
tion to accompany us—to abandon human inventions and corruptions 
in the worship of God, and unite with us in a profession of the truth, 
and a testimony against these things. This we might think a natural 
conclusion; duty would require this; aseparation without cause should 
not be maintained a moment longer in the Church of Christ. Urge 
this duty then upon those who address you in similar language to that 
of the old prophet, and you will soon see that their design is like his, 
to persuade you to go back with them. This is in fact their way to 
be all one; it cannot be on any other terms; they act as strictly here 
as the most rigid advocate of the purest orthodoxy. 

Thus in the great controversy agitated at the present day in the Gen- 
eral Assembly branch of the Presbyterian church; this is the mode 
by which the advocates of the new divinity are endeavoring to win 
their way to power. “ We are also as ye are,” say they to their old 
school brethren, there is no difference between us, we only use differ- 
ent language in explaining the same thing. Why then, it may ve asked, 
fill the church of Christ with discord and strife ’—drop your explana- 
tions and unite with your brethren in maintaining the doctrines of the 
Confession. But no, they have no such intention; their design is like 
that of the old prophet to persuade their brethren to goback with them. 
Others again, who adopt a human psalmody in the praises of God, 
throw out to us the same idea; ‘we are all one,” say they, “we can 
sing your psalms just as well as our own, and like them just as well.” 
Why then, it may be asked, pursue a practice calculated to perpetuate 
division and strife in the church of Christ? Do we engage in conten- 
tion for no purpose, but to make ourselves the sport of the world, and 
afford to the infidel matter of reproach against our holy religion? If 
you are all one with us on this subject, cast away the useless cause of 
strife, and unite with usin the use of a scriptural psalmody, and give 
the world ground to say: “Behold how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity.”—But no, very far from it. 
They profess sameness with us for the same purpose as the old prophet 
of Bethel—that we may be induced to go back with them, 

But there is a certain quarter, from whence we most frequently hear 
this wily language, it seems indeed chiefly depended upon, for draw- 
ing away our people from their testimony, and in numerous instances, 
it has been successful for this purpose, with the weak ard unstable. 
«“ We are all one” say they, “seceders as well as you, there is no differ- 
ence.” Now we will endeavor in the spirit of that charity which think- 
eth no evil, to believe that many who use this language, do not intend 
to deceive, yet we cannot help thinking that between this language and 
their practice, there is a glaring inconsistency. They tell us that we 
are allone. Well, may we not reply, brethren, if this isso, why did you 
separate from our communion? Are separations to be made where no 
difference exists! Time was that we were all seceders, few in num- 
ber, it is true, but we presented a united front against the enemy ; you 
forsook us for a new connection, you erected a separate communion ; 
if this took place while we were all one, it presents one of the most 
inexcusable rents that ever has been made in the church of Christ. 
But we will not go back so far: perhaps there was some little difference 
then, but after-reflection and examination have brought our brethren to 
see with us eye toeye. Well, if this is so, you can have no objection 
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surely, to take up our testimony which contains an exhibition of the 
truth, and a pointed condemnation of prevailing errors and corruptions 
in religion. If, as you say, we are all the{same, to withhold your aid 
from such a testimony, at such a time as this, is to weaken the hands 
of its friends and harden its enemies in opposition, and keep up diyj- 
sions in the church of Christ without cause—sins of no ordinary mag. 
nitude. And finally if we are all the same, why such efforts to draw 
away our members, to disturb our congregations, to denounce our cove. 
nant engagements as breaches of the second commandment, to ridicule 
our testimony as unreasonably strict, and hold up our people to the 
world as uncharitable bigots? Most assuredly, brethren, when we wit- 
ness all this, you must presume much upon our credulity or simplicity, 
to expect we should receive your professions uf being all the same, 
We cannot help thinking, you are practising the same acts upon us as 
the old prophet of Bethel, and with the same design, that we may be 
induced to turn back with you, and renounce that explicit, pointed pro- 
fession which we are endeavoring to maintain, for one which experi- 
ence testifies can be modified to suit time and place. 

Let those who are endeavoring to bear testimony for God and his 
truth at the present day, then, be upon their guard against the man who 
says to them, “I am also as thou art.” Let them take warning from 
the melancholy end of the man of God from Judah, not to turn back 
with him. Rather say to him, if this is so, ‘‘Come with us, and we 
will do thee good.” Take your stand here, and you will soon be eased 
of his importunity, and find out, that after all, he considers there is 
some little difference between you and him. R. 





Art. Ll. 4a Answer to the Query in relation to Debarrances. 


Mr. Epiror.—Somebody in your March No. styling himself a 
Seceder, and not a “young one,” solicits an answer to the following 
question—“ Has the practice of the Reformed Churches of debarring 
the profane, the wicked and hypocritical from the Lord’s Table, any 
warrant or authority from the word of God ?”’ 

I think, Sir, that things must have come to a strange pass, when a 
Seceder finds it needful to ask such a question. Because it seemeth 
to me, that it must be either ignorance of the Scriptures and of that 
holy ordinance in particular, or a verging towards open communion, 
or most culpable carelessness in solemn duty, that has laid the ground 
for his complaint and his question, and I am afraid that which ever 
of these it may be, it is an incurable disease, and that answering his 
question will do but little good. However, to state the truth is desi- 
rable for its own sake, and it is peculiarly pleasant in these shaking 
times to perceive how firmly every part of our Religious profession 
and allowed practices, is built on the word of God. 

My answer to the question is affirmative. There is authority and 
warrant from the word of God for the practice in question. First: 
There is nothing in common with this holy ordinance, and the wick- 
ed, profane and hypocritical. It makes no provision—affords no pro- 
tection to them in these sins. It differs toto celo from them. It de- 
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signs destruction to the least and last remnant of these vices. There- 
fore, persons characterized by them, cannot partake really and truly of 
this ordinance. They cannot on their principles and with their frame 
of heart show forth the Lord’s death, or answer in any respect its de- 
sign. It cannot benefit them, they can only eat the bread and drink 
the wine, that is all. Reason therefore says that it is useless and un- 
suitable for them to go there. 

Second. The word expressly declares that persons of this descrip- 
tion are unsuitable. Let the reader turn to Gal. v. 19—21, a passage 
which has been often read before dispensing the Lord’s Supper, and let 
him candidly answer what the Apostle can mean when he says, verse 
23 “against such”—viz, love, joy, peace, long suffering, &c, “there is 
no law,” if itis not that—against “ adultery, fornication,” &c. there is a 
law. The same inference is warranted from 1 Corinth. v. 8.“ There- 
fore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.” Can these words be tortured into an admission that a per- 
son though fermenting with malice and wickedness, or insincerity, yet 
may keep the feast? Malice, wickedness and insincerity, are ingre- 
dients in the cup of devils, but the Apostle says, Ch. x. 21. “ Ye cannot 
drink of the cup of the Lord and the cup of Devils, ye cannot be parta- 
kers of the Lords table and of the table of Devils.” The 15th Psalm 
both asks and answers the question of the querist, “Who is the person 
that shall abide in God’s tabernacle—come to the table of the Lord—he 
who walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the 
truth in his heart, &c., he that doeth these things shall never be moved.” 
It is fair to infer that he that doeth not these things shall be moved, 
viz, from his name and seatin the visible fellowship of God’s tabernacle, 
supposing that he had, by speaking the truth with his mouth, got in there. 
Perhaps some may be disposed to restrict what is here said to the hea- 
venly state, but that would not help the matter while the fellowship of 
the Lord’s table, as it is taught in the word, and as wrought by the 
Spirit, is as pure as heaven: but I ask, how can the heavenly state be 
fitly represented by a tabernacle !—a tent that is pitched to be taken 
down again? where is it so represented? How would the church be 
likely to take this psalm at the time that it was penned? would she be 
likely to conclude that it did not lay down terms of admission into the 
courts of the tabernacle which David pitched,on the holy hill? this 
right appears inadmissable and therefore this Psalm is full to the point. 

Third. When the fact of profanity, wickedness or hypocrisy is suscep- 
tible of proof, the Apostle lays down express authority, 1 Corinth. ~. 
for excluding, by a judicial sentence, the person or persons guilty, from 
the communion of the church, and therefore from the Lord’s table, (see 
verses 8, 4, 5.) Surely none can have a doubt that such ought to be 
excluded, else what end would church government serve, or how could 
she be distinguished from the world lying in wickedness? Each of 
these considerations might lead any sober thinking person to expect, 
that doctrinal debarring had authority from the word. If the above 
passages with many others, are applicable to rule the fellowship of the 
church, and the Lord’s table in particular ; and if we have a warrant to 
explain and apply them to the conscience, we have a warrant to debar— 
and to say, “if your character is of this description, this ordinance is net 
for you, we discharge you in God’s name from coming in such a char- 
acter.” If it be warrantable from the word to declare such and such 
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characiers as admissible to the fellowship of the church, can it be unway. 
rantable to declare them inadmissible to the Lord’s Table? If jj 

warrantable and commanded to refuse them or reject them (as the cag, 
inay be) when known, judicially, can it be unwarrantable to do the sam. 
thing doctrinally, although personally unknown. Is it not to pass the 
same judgment upon the same grounds, though the manner be differen, 

Fourth. But I consider that 1 Corinth. ii. 27,—29, amounts 1, 
uu express warrant, “ Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread anq 
drink this cap of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord; but let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup: for he that eateth ang 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not dis. 
erning the Lord’s body.” There are many things that would render 
our eating and drinking unworthy of that holy ordinance. They are ei. 
ther implied or expressed, in each of the texts quoted above. and in many 
others ; and we have authority as above inferred to explain and apply 
them to the conscience before communicating, as well as at any other 
time. But we have authority direct from this passage to say to them, 
“If your conscience accuse you of these things, you will ‘eat and drink 
unworthily.’ Your heart and life will not be suitable to or becoming 
this holy ordinance, but dishonoring and degrading to it. If you eat 
and drink this bread and cup of the Lord in your present condition, you 
will commit a great sin, you will be ‘guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord.’ Your conduct in this matter would imply (although you may 
not formally intend it,) that his body and blood was an ‘ unholy thing’ 
and that he was no better or more worthy than the Jews thought him 
to be, when they crucified him, if indeed he is one spirit with such a 
character as vou. And remember, that though your wickedness and 
deceit may escape detection by men, you expose yourselves to the judg- 
ments of the Lord, whom you cannot deceive or escape. We warn 
you of this danger, it is at your peril to come in your present state of 
heart, mind or life, as the case may be. We charge you not to com- 
mit this great sin—Guilty of such things and continuing still in them 
you can be reputed no better than dogs, and we are forbid to ‘ give that 
which is holy to dogs.’ When the king comes in to see the guests, 
will he not say to you, ‘ Friend, (you profess to be my friend and my 
peonle’s, and the friend of my doctrine, and finished work,) but how is 
it, that you have come in hither, not having on a wedding garment.’ 
‘But let a man examine himself’—‘of his knowledge to discern the 
Lord’s body, of his faith to feed upon him, of his repentance, love and 
new obedience,’ and if he is really possessed of these gracious attain- 
ments, although very weak, ‘let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup,’ but if he is not, let him stand back.” 

If the reader does not think that I have strained the passage, and | 
am convinced that he cannot think so fairly, he will readily perceive 
that it gives full and express authority for the practice in question, 
and is itself an example of it. 

Fifth. There are sundry good reasons for pressing intending 
communicants to heart-searching, and for bringing them up to the 
touch-stone if possible on such a solemn occasion. 1. The nature 
and design of this holy ordinance. It embraces the whole system 
of gospel truth because it seals the covenant “ordered in all 
things and sure.” It sets forth whole Christ, his person, his offices, his 
work, his love; it exhibits the whole counsel of God for salvation. 2. 
There must on account of what the ordinance is in itself, be a peculiar 





An answer to the Query im relation to Deburrances hd] 


necessity for having all the graces in lively exercise. If our heart be 
not right there will be nothing in our exercise at the table answerable 
+o the ordinance. Although the prince iple of grace be in the heart, yet 
¢ it be not called forth into right exercise, there will still be an unsuit- 

bleness. 3. There isa solemn profession made and weighty obliga- 
tions incurred at the Lord’s table. 4. The benefit of this ordinance 
to believers is exceeding great, and will be in some measure according 
to the honest and painful diligence of ministers and people to have their 
mind and heart right with it. 5. There is a peculiar degree of dis- 
honor cast upon Christ and the covenant of grace by neglecting any 
means, through the word, to bring the heart to agreement with this 
ordinance. Since he and the covenant isin a peculiar manner set 
forth in it. 6. The more fully and impressively that this ordinance 
sets forth spiritual and heavenly blessings, calling for a corresponding 
measure of spiritual mind in the communicant, by so much will the un- 
belief. pride and legal principles of the heart be more provoked forth 
to act on such an occasion. 7, It may be expected too that satan will 
be peculiarly active at such atime in emboldening hypocrites to pre- 
sume, and driving true believers into misapprehensions and groundless 
fear. And very ‘frequently he, together with some cursed lust among 
professors, succeeds in raising up some kind of external trouble at these 
shoes which often causes great distraction of mind. 8. It brings 
down more than an ordinary measure of contempt and reproach from 
the enemies on the name and cause of Christ, when either the wicked, 
the profane, or hypocritical, or those guilty of some scandal not as yet 
known, come to this ordinance. For they soon discover themselves. 

On account of each of these things, and much more all of them to- 
gether. it becomes indispensibly necessary to be at great pains in setting 
ithe ordinance in a clear light before the people; in pointing out what 
is requisite in heart, exercise and life to worthily communicating, and 
in warning them of the sin and danger of coming without it. I]t would 
seem to me that any minister of the word who neglects this, assumes 
a fearful amount of responsibility. He is set there as a sentinel and 
watchman. And if God’s holy ordinance be profanely cast to dogs ; 
if the wicked and_ profane be fearfully hardened in their wickedness ; 
and the children of God be made to stumble anc fall through his ne- 
glect of faithful and close dealing with the conscience, how much has he 
to answer for. Perhaps some may take their excuse by saying that 
they discuss such points at other times. But this is not enough, we 
ought to “be instant in season.” ‘The memory may not serve the 
people with what has been said before. The spiritual impression dies 
away and needs to be renewed daily. If it is reasonable at other times, 
it must be doubly so before the communion. Perhaps it may be 
thought by others that the case of Judas forms a precedent to go by. 
It is however by no means clear that he was at the first supper, but ad- 
mitting that he was, it will give no sanction to the admission of unfit 
persons, or to the neglect of doctrinal debarring. ‘That he was a wick- 
ed man is certain. but there is no evidence that this was known to 
the officers of the church, or even to his fellow disciples, but only to 
Christ who can search the heart. 

For aught that appears to the contrary, the utmost strictness may 
have been used with him, and he may have heen admitted to the tem- 
ple, and the passover in the regular way. Christ who knew him, no 
doubt could have shut him out, but as it could not have been done upon 





An answer to the Query in relation to Debarrances. 


such evidence as eould come before men, so the doing of it could not bp 
a precedent, Outwardly Judas appeared all fair, very friendly and zea). 
ous for the poor; there was therefore no access for the exercise 9; 
church discipline in his case; yet he was a wicked man, unsuitable 1 
be at the sacramental table either of the old or new Testament, and the 
Redeemer repeatedly and solemnly warns him of his unfit conditing 
and awful danger, and especially before the communion of the Lord’s 
supper, Matt. xxvi. 21. ‘ And as they did eat, hesaid verily | say up. 
to you, one of you shall betray me, and they were exceeding sorroy. 
ful, and began every one to say unto him, Lord is it I. And he answer. 
ed and said, he that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same 
shall betray me. The son of man goeth as it is written of him, but 
woe unto that man by whom the son of man is betrayed. It had been 
good for that man if he had not been born. Then Judas which betray. 
ed him, answered and said master is itl. He said unto him, thou hast 
said.” And two days before this in the house of Simon the Leper, Je- 
sus said in his hearing, John xiii. 11. 12. “ And ye are clean,” a term 
well understood at that time to signify suitable and fit to be admitted by 
the porters into the courts of God’s house, “but not all, for he knew 
who should betray him.” If these solemn warnings do not amount to 
all that is pled for, it would be hard to say what would do so. For to 
say that a man was not clean at that time, was to declare that he was 
forbidden by the word to touch holy things. 

If then the case of Judas attentively considered, does any thing 
more than another, it distinctly serves as a precedent for solemnly 
warning the wicked of every sort of their unfitness for the Lord’s ta- 
ble, and that they ougtit not to think, that they have any right, or war- 
rant from the word to come. 

The warrantableness of the practice might be inferred from many 
passages, but I shall mention only one more. Heb. x. 22. “ Let us 
draw near with a true heart inthe full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water.” The Apostle by expressly stating how we ought to draw 
near, does as evidently imply, that if it is otherwise with any, they ought 
not. He would have said for the same reasons, let no man draw near 
without a true heart, viz. with a hypocritical or insincere heart, let no 
man come disbelieving God’s promise, Christ’s all sufficiency, &c. 
Let none come with sin lying upon his conscience, unrelinquished, un- 
confessed. Let none come with any visible stain or blot upon his charac- 
ter. If any has the ability to separate the Apostle’s expressed injunction 
from this «mplied one, he can also take the shadow away from the body. 

Sixth. There is need for great faithfulness in this work at this 
very time. There is so much superficial thinking among professors re- 
specting communion, and so many loose notions and inconsistent 
schemes preached and published about it, among other denominations. 
that ministers cannot be too pointed and painful or frequent in stating 
what it is, and what is required of them that would partake worthily, 
and also the hardening of heart, and the dismal consequences that 
may follow unworthy communicating. And besides this, there is so 
great a deadness upon the generality of christians, so much of a carnal 
frame in present times, that they have need of every scriptural means 
to arouse and quicken them if it be possible. And after all that can 
be done in that way, there is too much evidence to believe that it is 
nothing but a piece of formality with many. 
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Seventh. There ought also to be great prudence and tenderness used 


in this matter, lest the weak in faith be discouraged, lest the strong be 


uffed up with spiritual pride and the awakened sinner driven to despair. 
Suppose one that kas received a token and isin regular standing 


should by means of debarring become convinced that he was acting a 
hypocritical part, or that the root of the matter was not in him, I do 
not think, that because he ought to be discharged from coming in that 
state, that standing back is his only alternative, there is another and 
more excellent way before him, and that is, to come presently to the 


blood of sprinkling by faith, making a hearty confession in the ear of 


God and renouncing all his known sin, and in this way to come to the ta- 


ble. Suppose one in regular standing and a believer truly, yet several 
things may be in his case that ought to hinder him. For instance, if he 
is guilty of some scandal that must eventually come abroad, although se- 
cret at the communion. I do not think that he ought to come forward, 
however deeply sensible of his fault, and however penitent before God, 
because the church can have no evidence that such is the case, while 
his guilt at that same time must after appear. Other cases might be 
drawn out, but these will show the need there is for prudence and ten- 
derness. 

I know not who “Seceder” is, who makes the query, but 1 would say 
to him in conclusion, that he need not expect that all other peculiar ex- 
cellencies of the reformation are to be despised and the practice in his 
question duly regarded. ‘The spirit of degeneracy will keep due pro- 
portion through all the parts. ‘This indeed is a lamentation, and will be 
fora lamentation. Whoever he may be, I trust and pray that no 
change of circumstances or of men will ever occur to lesen his esteem 
for, and watchfulness over, a loop or tach pertaining to God’s tabernacle. 


EGO. 





Art. IV. The Unveiling of Theology.* 
(Continued from page 497.) 


The Beterc Conression was first written in French, A. D. 1561, to 
show the doctrine for which the Lowlanders were suffering, as those who 
were evangelic in France had suffered, from A. D. 1525. In a Synod 
of Belgium confirmed, it was written in Belgic, [Low Dutch,] A. D. 
1579. But translated and published in Latin A. ). 1581. And again 
in the famous Synod of Dordt A. D. 1619, it was revised. examined, 
and approved. The Belgic. that is, the Dordrecht Confession, speaks 
nobly of the Holy Scriptures—“ For since in these the whole ratio of 
divine worship which God exacts, is described very copiously, it is im- 
piety for any man, even an apostle, to teach otherwise than we have 
long since been taught in the sacred letters, yea although he should 
be an angel from heaven, as saith the apostle Paul.” Of governors of 
the church they say—‘ We believe in the meah time, that although it 
be useful and good that governors of the church should institute and 








* In our simplicity we thought the title, ‘‘ A Comparison of Creeds,’’ was appropriate 
to the nature and design of this Essay ; but ‘‘ Seceder’’ insists that The Unveiling of 
Theology is the proper title, and desires that it may be resumed; in this also he shall be 
gratified.—(Ep. Rev. Mos.) 
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establish some certain order among themselves for the preservatiog , 
the body the church; yet they ought studiously to be on their gy, 
lest they decline from those [rules of order] which Christ our on) 
Master has instituted. Wheretore, we reject all human inventions, 
all laws which [pro culta Dei] in the place of the worship of God, a 
by any one, be introduced, that the consciences are in any way to }, 
bound down and restricted by them.* This only therefore we reg 
[suspicimus, provide for] which is suitable for preserving and cherish, 
ing concord and truth, and for holding all in the obedience of God, 

In the xxxvi, Article, which is the last but one, we read—“ We },. 
lieve that our God on account of the depravity of the human race, }», 
constituted kings, princes, and magistrates ; and wills that the world }, 
governed by laws and a settled polity, for coercing the confusion , 
men, and that all things among men may be conducted in right order, 
To this end he has committed “to the magistrate the sword, for punish. 
ing indeed the wicked, but for defer ding the good. Furthermore. 
their office is, not only to exercise a care and to apply themselves wit) 
vigilance for the preservation of the established polity, but also t 
gui ard the sacred ministry, and to displace and overturn all idolatry anj 
adultery from the worship of God, to throw down the kingdom of Ap. 
tichrist, but to promote the kingdom of Christ, and to bestow labor, 
that the word of the gospel be every where preached, by which God 
may be honored and worshiped by every one, according as he exacts in 
his word.” 

The Conression of faith used in the Encutsn ConGreeation at 
Geneva, received and approved by the church of Scotland in the be. 
ginning of the Reformation, has these words—* And besides this eccle- 
siastical discipline, I acknowledge to belong to the church a politic 
magistrate, and as Moses and Hezekiah, Josiah, and other godly rv- 
lers purged the church of God from sin, superstition and idolotary ; so 
the defence of Christ’s church appertaineth to the magistrates, against 
all idolators and heretics, as papists, anabaptists, with such like limbs of 
antichrist, to root out all doctrines of devils and men, as the mass, 
purgatory, limbus patrum, prayers to saints and for the dead, free will, 
distinction of meats, apparel and days, vows of single life, presence 
at idol service, man’s merits with such like.” 

‘The Conressicn of the Faith and Doctrine believed and professed 
by the Protestants of Scortanp [was] exhibited to the estates of the 
same in Parliament, and by their public votes authorized, as a doctrine 
grounded upon the infallible word of God, August 1560. And [it was] 
ratified and established by act of Parliament 1567, as the public and 
avowed confession of faith of the Cuuren of Scoruanp. “Of the 
temporal estate, only gave their votes on the contrary, the earl of 
Athol, the lords Somervel and Borthwick; and yet for their dissenting, 
they produced no better reason, but, we will believe as our fathers 
believed.” ¢ 

The Article xx, Of General Councils, it is proper the reader should 
have here entire—‘ As we do not rashly condemn that which godly 
men assembled togethtr in general councils, lawfully gathered, “have 
approved unto us; so, without just examination, dare we not receive 
whatsover is obtruded unto men, under the name of General Councils ; 





* This is a difficult elause of Latin to translate. I regret that I have no Gallic copy, nor 


authorised English version bo. 
t Knox's History of the Ref. 
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Mon for plain it is, that, as they were men, so have some of them manifestly 
Suar erred, and that in matters of great weight and importance. So sae 
vate then as the council proveth the determination that it giveth, by the 
my? ud Jain word of God, so far do we reverence and embrace the same : 
, maj but if men, under the name of a council, pretend to forge unto us new 
—~ articles of our faith, or to make constitutions repugning to the word ot 
regard God, then utterly we may refuse the same, as the doctrine of devils, 
hers. which draweth our souls from the voice of our only God, to follow 
od. the doctrines and constitutions of men. The cause then why general 
We be councils convened, was neither to mae any perpetual laws (which 
©, his God before had not made.) neither yet to forge new articles of our 
Pri be belief, neither to give the word of God authority, much less to make 
=n that to be his word, or yet the true interpretation of the same, which 
Order, was not before by his holy will expressed in his word: but the cause 2 
Nish. of councils (we mean of such as merited the name of councils) was 
raneee, partly for confutation of heresies and for giving public confession ot 
_— their faith to the posterities following; which both they did, by the 
I80 to authority of God’s written word, and not by any opinion or preroga- 
ry and tive that they could not err, by reason of their general assembly. 
1 At. And this we judge to have been the chief cause of general councils. 
labor, The other was for good policy and order, to be constituted and observ- 
} sed edin the church, in which, asin the house of God, it becometh all 
on things to be done decently and in order; not that we think that one 
policy, and one order in ceremonies, can be appointed for all ages, 
oye times, and places; for as ceremonies, such as men have devised, are : 
le be. but temporal, so may and ought they to be changed, when they rather 
pecle- foster superstition, than that they edify the church using the same.” — ( 
litic Of the civil magistrate, in Article xxiv. on sentence, which is S 
; > enough for our present purpose, runs thus—* To kings, moreover, p 
._* princes, rulers and magistrates, we affirm, that chiefly and most prin- 
=r cipally the reformation and purgation of religion appertaineth ; so 
bs of that not only they are appointed tor civil policy, but also for maintain- 
yee ance of the true religion, and for suppressing of idolatry and super- 
will, stition whatsoever; as in David, Jehosaphat, Hezekias, Josias, and 
ence others, highly commended for their zeal in the cause, may be espied.” 
| The historian and reformer observes—“ After the voting and ratitica 
ssed fF) tion of this our Confession by the whole body of the [Scots] parlia- 
the ment, there were also pronounced two acts, the one against the mass, 
tine FT and the abuse of the sacraments; and the other against the supremacy 
vas] of the pope; the tenor whereof followeth—“ In the parliament holden 
and ; at Edinburgh the 10th of July, the year of God 1560, &c.—upon the 
the 24th day of August, it is decreed and ordained in this present parlia- 
| of : ment, that no manner of person or persons, in any time coming, ad- 
ing, i ministrate any of the sacraments secretly in any manner of way, but 
_ they that are admitted, and having power to that effect ; hor say mass, 
nor yet hear mass, nor be present thereat, under the pain cf confisca- 
ald tion of all their goods, and punishing of their bodies at the discretion 
aly of the magistrates, within whose jurisdiction such persons happen to 
. D> ’ ° ° . 
ave be apprehended, for the first fault; banishing out of the realm, for the 
_ second fault ; and chastising by death for the third fault.” The same 
Is; parliamant the same day and place—* hath decreed and ordained, 
ine that the bishop of Rome, hath no jurisdiction nor authority in this 






realm in times coming; and that none of our said sovereign’s subjects 
claim, and desire in any time hereafter, title or right by the said bishop 
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of Rome, or his sect, to any thing within this realm, under the Pains 
of baratry, that is to say, proscription, banishment, and never to brujk 
and enjoy honor, office, nor dignity, within this realm; and the cop. 
traveners hereof to be called before the justice, or his deputies, or be. 
fore the lords of session, and punished therefore, conform to the lays 
of this realm; and the furnishers of them by fines; and purchasers of 
their title of right, or maintainers or defenders of them, shall incy; 
the same pains; and that no bishop, nor other prelate, of this realm, 
use any jurisdiction in time to come, by the said bishop of Rome's 
authority, under the pain aforesaid.” 

The quotations above given are from the Corpus et Syntazis Confes. 
scionum, the edition published at Geneva 1654 ; from Knoz’s History of 
the Reformatwn, the Edinburgh edition of 1790: and from the collec. 
tion of Confessions, printed at Glasgow, in the year 1764. In the act 
against the mass, instead of the words in Knox’s History—“ chastising 
by death,” we have in the Collection of Confessions, where the Scots’ 
dialect and orthography are retained these words—“ justifying to 
the death,” which express the same idea in a less absurd style. 

My reader wili please to recollect here the position to be proved. 
It is this. ‘The secession church has made an advance or two in refor- 
mation, beyond the attainments of other reformed churches. He will 
permit me too to explain myself further, by saying that of the ancient 
and early churches of the reformation, the English Puritans, Neal’s 
history of whom I would, earnestly recommend to those who have not 
seen it, are an exception to the position now taken; and that on one 
point at least, to be treated of in this place there is no dissent, that | 
know of, between us and our brethren of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church and of the Associate Reformed Church, in the 
United States. The point to which I have reference at this time is— 
the power of the magistrate in relation to things sacred. It is very far 
from the writer’sintention and desire, to think, and much less to speak, 
or write invidiously of the great and good men, who first drew up and 
adopted those venerated forms, from which we have made the above 
extracts. The articles selected, we do not offer as presenting in them- 
selves by any means a full character of the churches from whose 
creeds they are selected. Of the subordinate standards and the organ- 
ization of some of the American churches, the lineal branches, or le- 
gitimate descendants of several of those European churches, | must 
here profess my ignorance; and disavow all design of any odious coun- 
parison in relation to them. 

Two points of doctrine, two articles of faith, are treated of directly, 
in the selections above offered—the power of the magistrate in rela- 
tion to things sacred—the power of the ecclesiastic rulers in relation 
to traditions. The Scotic and the Belgic Confessions are those to 
which I shall have most special recourse in proof of the position as- 
sumed ; and that for two good reasons—These two creeds are, on the 
points now under consideration, more nearly coincident with our own, 
than any of those from which we have given specimens. And the 
title page of this Religious Monitor affords another apology for the 
preference yielded the Scotic and Belgic formularies. 

The Creep and Conressions of the reformed churches do concede 
to the civil magistrate, that is, the political ruler, the power of prohib- 
iting and punishing idolatry, blasphemy in doctrine, heresy, by pains 
of body, forfeiture of civil and politic privilege, of goods, of liberty, 
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and of life. According to those creeds “ they are appointed, not only 
for civil policy, but also for suppressing of idolatry and superstition 
whatsoever.” They are “not only to exercise a care, and to apply 
themselves with diligence for the preservation of the established polity, 
but also to displace and overthrow all idolatry and adultery from the 
worship of God, to throw down the kingdom of antichrist.” This last 
js mentioned in the Belgic Confession in immediate connection with the 
declaration foregoing—that God ‘has committed to the magistrate the 
sword, for punishing indeed the wicked, but for defending the good.’ I 
shall not resort to the history of Van Armin, and the troubles arising 
out of his controversy in the States of Holland. I shall not relate the 
well known fate of Servetus in the Republic of Geneva, in whose con- 
demnation, all Christendom, Catholics, Lutherans, Calvinists, Reform- 
ed, both High Dutch and Low Dutch, English Episcopals, and Scotch 
Presbyterians, all concurred and acquiesced sentimentally, as from the 
extracts of their creeds above written plainly appears—excepting still 
the English Puritans and those German Anabaptists who attempted to 
throw off all politic government. I will here admit that creeds are to 
be interpreted according to the plain import of the language in which 
they are couched, independently of any mal-administration resulting 
from them, or arising under them. But here is the fact. These 
creeds present before our eyes a man with the sword which God has 
put into his hands. This sword we may understand from the history 
of the times was not a light one. ‘The two handed sword” which 
cardinal Beaton drew in the castle of St. Andrews, was perhaps in 
those days not peculiar to the Scotch and Dutch. This sword of God 
the magistrate is “to draw against all evil-doers, seditious persons, 
robbers or homicides, oppressors, blasphemous persons” —Let him draw 
(stringat unsheath] is the word. Let him coerce the heretics, who are 
truly heretics, incorrigible, &c. Thus the Helvetic creed. “God 
wills,” say the Saxons, “ that by the voice of the magistrates, first su- 
preme and immutable laws be proposed, prohibiting éhe worship of idols, 
blasphemies.” Further they say—‘Let the magistrate be the custos, 
the warden, in punishing all who violate these laws.” The Gallic 
creed says—“ God hath delivered the sword into the magistrate’s hands 
for repressing crimes, committed not only against the second, but also 
against the first table.” These terms have become technical in the 
controversies between the brethren of the Reformed Synod technical- 
ly so called, and the Seceders in Scotland. One distinguishing tenet of 
the former is—The magistrate, possessed of scriptural qualifications, 
institution, constitution, investiture, et cetera, is the custos utriusque 
tabui@, the warden of both tables. And here, permit me, reader, by 
the way, to express my humble sentiment, that the Reformed Brethren, 
upon this one point—the power of the civil magistrate in relation to 
sacred things, are, what they solemnly aver themselves to be—the old 
thing. And in my judgment, Seceders are in all conscience of candor, 
veracity, and manliness, bound to concede this to be the fact. I should 
forfeit my right to the signature, under which this essay is published, 
were I not to say this much. 

I will here admit that creeds presently in form, are to be interpreted 
according to the plain and obvious import of the language in which 
they are written, independent of any mal-administration resulting from 
them. And further, if any clause of a humanly composed creed, is 
ambiguous in its own terms, those terms are to be construed in that 
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sense which renders the creed most consconant to Holy scriptures 

without regard to the design and intention of the composers and fj), 

mers. But we are now enquiring what were the religious tenets apg 

sentiments of the several Reformed churches at the period of the Re. 

formation, on a certain point—the magistrate’s power in relation jp 

things sacred. And in such an enquiry, nothing can be more relevay; 

or appropriate, than to observe the tenor and spirit of the political cop. 

stitutions and civil laws of the people, composing those churches 

at the time they adopted those creeds. On the 24th of August 1560. 
the day on which the Scotic Confession was adopted by parliameny, 
the same parliament enacted—That none of our said sovereign’s sub. 
jects, in any time hereafter, suit or desire title or right, of the said 
bishop of Rome, or his sect, to any thing within this realm, under the 
pains of barratry.” And—*That no manner of person or persons say 
mass, nor yet hear mass, nor be present thereat, under the pain—for 
the third fault, of justifying to the death.” All the great churches of 
the Reformation, which Seceders are accustomed to look upon as 
most orderly and pure, and to look up to as most exemplary, were unan- 
imous in attributing to the civil magistrate this power in things sacred, 
And in connection with this power, or rather as one compouent part of 
it, they held the doctrine of civil establishments. For the defence of 
all this power, they use one argument that cannot be readily mistaken, 
howmuchsoever Seceders believe it to be misapplied. ‘This power 
was held and exercised by godly magistrates, under the Old Testa- 
ment—“ By Moses, by David, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, and 
others.” Magistrates are appointed “for the maintenance of the truc 
religion. In executing his office more fully, pro civili, occupies the 
first place the pure and free preaching of the divine word, the right 

and sedulous institution, and just discipline of the citizens, and of 
schools, a solicitous care for the liberal support of the ministers of the 

church, and of the poor.” Thus the Helvetic Confession. “That he 

may protect the ministry—may bestow pains that the word of the gos- 
pel be every where preached.” Thus the Belgic, that is, the Dordrecht 
Confession.—Seceders have one apology for the fact hereafter to be 
proved, that they have declined from the traditions of the fathers, in 
relation to the magistrate’s power. It is that they discard the authori- 
ty of all human traditions. Let us, in the mean time, acknowledge 
that some traditions which we discard, did exist in the churches of the 
Reformation, and do still exist. Let us admit these traditions to be 
ancient. Inthe Body and Syutax of Confessions, we find prefixed an 
edict of the August Emperors of Constantinople, Gratian, Valentinian, 
and Theodosius, dated the third before the calends of March, in the 
year of their joint consulship, at ‘Thessalonia. In this edict is read, 
what may be Anglicized thus—“ We will that all peoples, whom this 
empire of our clemency governs, be employed in that religion, which, 
Saint Peter the Apostle delivered to the Romans, [as] the religion till 
this day, insinuated by himself, declares, and which it is clear that the 
Pontiff Damascus follows, and Peter, Bishop of Alexandria, a man of 
apostolic sanctity : that is, that according to the apostolic and evangelic 
doctrine, we believe the one Deity, under equal majesty, and under 
holy Trinity, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
We order those who follow this law, to embrace the name of catholic 
christians ; but judging others too demented and insane [we order them] 
to sustain the infamy of heretic dogma [heretical doctrine} who are to 
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be punished, first, by divine vengeance, afterwards also by a penalty 
(yltione}] according to the motion of our mind, which we shall have re- 


i 


svived from the celestial Witt.” Another document still more ancient 
we have in sacred writ—*“ Therefore | make a decree, that every peo- 
ole, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut to pieces, and their 
houses be made a dunghill.” “In the days of Constantine, or in the 
time of Pope Sylvester, who was made bishop of Rome, the next year 
after Constantine’s establishment of Christianity, and survived about 
twenty years, all this new Antichristian form of church was completed : 
Then, as a late historian of those times observes—* The ecclesiastical 
hierarchy was first formed, in the manner in which it continues to this 
day."* It is not my design here to constitute Avam Gie Pontiff, no 
more than to make the Greck emperors, or Nebuchaduezzar. or any 
other man, the standard of my faith. But this quotation merely shows 
in passing, what were the sentiments, on this point, of one acknowledg- 
ed Seceder. 

The Westminster CoxFression, is in the hands, or within the reach 
of all my readers. See the acts of Assembly and of Parliameut, prefix- 
ed thereto; and the Articles xxiii. and xxxi. to which in foto, in what I 
conceive to be the true and proper sense of them, I never did, and 
cannot now assent; and yet take the liberty to subscribe myself 

DSECEDER. 





Art. V. Analysis of Prophetic Times, by James Apams, Xenia, 
Olio, 1836—7. 


Mr. Eprror,—One very important use of public journals, is to intro- 
duce to public notice, such publications, and especially recent ones, as 
may be interesting to community, whether scientific, pol:tical or reli- 
gious. It is befitting the character of a religious periodical, to notice 
works on religious subjects, and a departinent in the Religious Monitor 
appropriated to this object, would, we trust, not only be very useful, 
but very acceptable to your readers. [we take this opportunity to 
make the suggestion. ] 

I have not observed any notice of the work, whose title is placed at 
the head of this communication, in any of the religious periodicals of 
the day. This, however, itis but just to remark may have happened not 
from negligence, or any want of attention on the part of the Editors of 
these Journals ; but rather from the peculiar circumstances under 
which, Mr. Adams has been compelled to usher his publication before 
community. From a regard, probably, to economy and convenience 
of circulation, Mr. A. has adopted the periodical mode of publication— 
a mode peculiarly unsuitable to a work of the nature and character of 
the Analysis of Prophetic Times. In the treatment of his subject, Mr. 
A. follows the plan of J. Mede, one of the most profoundly learned and 
pious men of his age—That is, not to explain the prophecies verse by 
verse—but to collect together all the events coincident in respect of 
time, and prove their coincidence by characters legible on the face of 





* Rise and Progress of Antichrist, by Apam Gis. 
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the prophecy itself; and then to show the connecting points between 
the different clusters of prophecies, thus arranged. This plan, though 
decidedly the best, and, indeed, the only right one of unfolding 
the important truths contained in the prophetic parts of the Book of 
God, is ill-suited to be interrupted, by parcelling out in periodical nym. 
bers. Another disadvantage which has attended the publication of the 
Analysis, was a long interruption in the appearance of the numbers, oc. 
easioned by the protracted bodily indisposition of the author. Thys 
many who would have taken a lively interest in the subject, and in Mr. 
Adams’ discussion of it too, if they had had the opportunity of following 
up the discussion without interruption, were prevented from becoming 
interested in the investigation, or if an interest was excited, it was im. 
mediately lost by the frequent interruptions. 

Such was, in some measure, the case with the writer of this notice. 
He had seen the Ist and 2d Nos. shortly after they were published, but 
not together, and consequently had not an opportunity of getting any 
hold of the author's plan, or sentiments. He has very recently obtain. 
ed and read with the deepest interest, the first ten numbers. 

Itis not the design of the writer at present to attempt a review 
of the work; this would be premature; as it is not yet completed, 
This notice is only intended to apprize the christian community, or 
that portion of them who receive information through the pages of the 
Religious Monitor, that such a work as the Analysis of Prophetic Times 
is in the progress of publication; and to assure them that it is one 
which will richly repay for a careful and an attentive perusal. The 
writer has no disposition to become the eulogist of Mr. A. or any other 
man; were he now reviewing the work, he could specify divers things 
which he deems defects in the work; these, however, chiefly respect what 
may be called the manner of the book, such as some things in the style, 
the division of the chapters, &c. In particular, I fear “he will be a 
barbarian” to the great body of his readers, on account of the many 
foreign terms, which he introduces. In many things Mr. A. has not 
adapted his book to the prevailing taste of the reading community of 
the present age ; but the subject is of the deepest importance and must 
ere long, whatever be the present apathy, penetrate the whole chris- 
tian community with the most intense and solemn interest. The sub- 
ject is no other than that salvation, * of which the prophets have in- 
quired and searched dilligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come, searching what manner of time the Spirit of Christ did 
signify, when it testified before hand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow.”* Angels desire to look into this sub- 
ject. God has promised salvation to his church from all her enemies, 
and he has fixed a set or appointed time for this deliverance. | And that 
deliverance shall be succeeded by a long and uninterrupted period of 
great glory to the church of Christ, and during which the vissible 
church shall be the principal and prevailing society upon earth. When 
will this set, appointed time arrive? God has revealed it with as much 
precision, as He revealed to the Old Testament Church, the time that 
Mesiah, the Prince, should appear; or should be cut off. Daniel un- 
derstood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the 
Lorp came to Jeremiah, the prophet, that he would accomplish seven- 
ty years in the desolations of Jerusalem.t This excited him to look to 





*1. Pet. 10, t Ps. 102, 13. t Dan. ix. 2. 
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the Lord God, and seek by prayer and supplication, accompanied with the 
most solemn acts of humility, for a more distinct understanding of the 
Divine mind, respecting the future condition of the church. And God 
rewarded his diligence, with a new and more distinct revelation of his 
will concerning the church, the advent and cutting off of the Messiah. 
than had been made to any of his predecessors. We are not now to 
look for any new revelations. Divine revelation is completed. But 
we are to look fora fuller and more definite understanding of what is 
revealed. And the hand of the dilligent here will receive a rich re- 
ward, as well as in other things. “If we apply our hearts to under- 
standing, and cry after knowledge ; if we seek it, as silver, and search 
for it as for hidden treasures, then shall we find the knowledge of God.” 
For this, God's trath and faithfulness are pledged. But we must not 
furget the object of our communication. 

Mr. Adams has evident!y applied himself, to the investigation of his 
subject with arduous, persevering and successful industry. He has col- 
lected, from an extensive range of reading, especially historical, a large 
assemblage of facts, which he has brought directly to bear on his sub- 
ject. He has judiciously but not servilely availed himself of the labors 
of the most valuable writers, who have written on the subject before 
him, and as necessarily connected with the subject, he frequently discus- 
ses practical questions, bearing in a very important manner ou the pre- 
sent duty of the church. In fine, the writer of this notice, does not 
hesitate to give it as his opinion, that so faras Mr. A. has progressed, 
he has given the most satisfactory view of the times and events refer- 
red to in the prophecies. that has yet been laid before the christian 
community. And he has supported his views with an amount and 
weight of testimony, which one would think can scarcely fail to carry 
conviction to the mind of the candid, reflecting reader. 

It may, however, not be amiss to apprize the reader who has yet to 
take up the book, that he may be in danger, while reading the minute 
description of Ezekiel’s and John’s visions, of concluding, the work is 
wholly a flight of the imagination; and we may also notice, to prevent 
disappointment and consequently disgust, that those, who are accus- 
tomed to think, only, in the beaten track, may sometimes be startled 
with what at first sight. may appear new and strange doctrines. But, 
whoever may enter upon the book, we would advise not to desist, un- 
til they have carefully read and considered the first two or three chap- 


ters. 5. P. M. 





Art. VI. & Time to Dance. 


Mr. Eprror,—The following correspondence between a minister of 
the gospel and “a true christian, but no hypocrite,” is taken from the 
December No. of the Christian Gleaner, published in London in 1822, 
The reply of the former to the request and demand of the latter, is in 
my opinion, admirable, and would be interesting and profitable to, at 
least, some of your readers. I send it to you with the request, that if 
you think it worthy of it, you would give it a place in your valuable 
periodical. W. 


A worthy clergyman who had been suspected of having improperly 
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interfered in influencing some of the young people under his pastor) 
charge, to absent themselves from a ball that took place in the parish, 
received in consequence, the following anonymous note. ; 

*Sir,—Obey the voice of holy scripture. Take the following {, 
your text, and contradict it. Show in what consists the evil of that 
| innocent amusement of dancing.—Eccles. iii. 4. ‘A time to Weep, 

and a time to laugh ; a time to mourn and a time to dance.’ 
A True Christian, but no Hypocrite.” 
j The minister immediately wrote the following admirable reply, which 
he inserted in the American Spectator. 

My Dear Sir, [or Madam,]—Your request that I would preach from 
Eccles. iii. 4, | cannot comply with at present, since there are some 
christian duties more important than dancing, which a part of my peo. 
ple seem disposed to neglect. Whenever | perceive, however, that the 
j duty of dancing is too much neglected, I shall not fail to raise a warp. 
7 ing voice against so dangerous an omission. In the mean time, there 

are certain difficulties in the text which you commend to my notice, the 
solution of which 1 should receive with gratitude from a “True Chris. 
tian.” ; 

My first difficulty respects the time for dancing; for although the 
text declares that there is a time to dance, yet when that time is, it does 
not determine. Now this point I wish to ascertain exactly, before | 
preach upon the subject; for it would be as criminal, I conclude, to 
dance at the wrong time, as to neglect to dance at the right time. | 
have been able to satisfy myself in some particulars, when it is’not “a 
time to dance.” We shall agree, I presume, that on the Sabbath day, or 
at a funera!, or during the prevalence of a pestilence, or the rocking of 
an earthquake, or the roaring of a thunder-storm, it would be no time 
to dance. If we were condemned to die, and were waiting in_ prison 
the day of execution, this would be no time for dancing; and if our 
feet stood on a slippery place beside a precipice, we should not dare to 
dance. 

But suppose the very day to be ascertained; is the whole day, or 
only a part, to be devoted to this amusement? And if a part of the 

day only, then which part is the “time to dance?” From the notori- 
ously pernicious effects of “ night meetings,” in all ages, both upon morals 
and health, no one will pretend that the evening is the “ time to dance,” 
und perhaps it may be immaterial which portion of the day-light is de- 
voted to that “innocent amusement. But allowing the time to be as- 
certained, there is sull an obscurity in the text. Is it a command to 
dance, or only a permission? Or is it merely a declaration of the fact, 
that, as men are constituted, there is a time when all the events alluded 
to in the text as in the providence of God come to pass? If the text be 
a command, is it of universal obligation ; and must “old men and mai- 
dens, young men and children,” dance obedience? If a permission, 

does it imply permission also to refrain from dancing, if any are dis- 
posed? Or if the text be merely a declaration, that there is a time 
when men do dance, as there is a time when they die, then I might as 
well be requested to take the first eight verses of the chapter, and “ show 
in what consists the evil of those innocent practices” of hating, and 
making war, and killing men, fur which, it seems, there is “a time,” as 
well as for dancing. 

There is still another difficulty in the text, which just now occurs to 

me. What kind of dancing does the text intend? for it is certainly a 
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4 Time to Dance. 553 
matter of no small consequence to “a true christian,” to dance in a 
scriptural manner, as well as at the scriptural time. 

Now. to avoid mistakes on a point of such importance, I have con- 
sulted every passage in the biole which speaks of dancing, the most 
important of which permit me to submit to your inspection. 

Exod. xv. 20: ‘And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
atimbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her, with tim- 
brels and with dances.” This was on account of the overthrow of the 
Egyptians in the Red Sea. 

Judges xi. 34. The daughter of Jephthah “came out to meet 
him with timbrels and with dances.” This also was on account of a vic- 
tory over the enemies of Israel. 

Jud. xxi. 21: The yearly feast in Shiloh, was a feast unto the Lord, in 
which the daughters of Shiloh went forth in dances. This was done 
as an act of religious worship. 

2 Sam. vi. 14 and 20: “ And David danced before the Lord with all 
his might.” But the irreligious Michael “came out to meet David, and 
said, how glorious was the King of Israel to-day, who uncovered him- 
self to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!” Dancing it seems, was 
a sacred rite, and was usually performed by women. At that day, it 
was perverted from its sacred use by none but “ vain fellows,” destitute 
of shame. David vindieates himself from her irony, by saying, “it 
was before the Lord,” admitting that had this not been the case, her 
rebuke would have been merited. 

1. Sam. xviii. 6: On account of the victory of Saul and David over 
the Philistines, the “ women came out of all the citics of Israel singing 
and dancing.” 

Psalm exlxix—3: “Let them praise his name in the dance.” Psalm 
xxx—11. “ Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing.” The 
deliverance here spoken of. was a recovery from sickness, and the 
dancing an expression of religious gratitude and joy. 

Exod. xxii. 19. “As soon as he came nigh unto the camp, he saw 
the calf and the dancing.” From this, it appears that dancing was a 
part also of idol worship. 

Jer. xxxi. 4: “Oh virgin of Israel, thou shalt again be adorned with 
thy tabrets, and go forth in the dances of them that make merry.” 
This passage predicts the return from captivity, and the restoration 
of the divine power, with the consequent expression of religious 
joy. 
Math. xi. 17: “ We have piped unto you, and ve have not danced ; 
we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.” That is, 
neither the judgments nor the mercies of God, produce any effect upon 
this incorrigible generation. They neither mourn when called to 
mourning by his providence; nor rejoice with the usual tokens of reli- 
gious joy, when his mercies demand their gratitude. 

Luke xv. 25: “ Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came, 
and drew nigh unto the house, he heard music and dancing ;”_ ‘The 
return of the prodigal was a joyful event, for which the grateful father 
according to the usages of the Jewish church, and the exhortation of 
the Psalmist, “praised the Lord in the dance.” 

Eccle. iii. 4: “A time to mourn and a time to dance.” Since the 
Jewish church knew nothing of dancing, except as a religious ceremo- 
ny, or as an expression of gratitude and praise, the text is a declaration 
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that the providence of God sometimes demands mourning, and some. 
times gladness and gratitude. 

Mata. xiv. 6.“ But when Herod’s birth-day was kept, the daughter 
of Herodias danced before them, and pleased Herod.” In this case 
dancing was perverted from its original object, to purposes of vanity 
and ostentation. ; 

Job xxi. 7: “ Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are 
mighty in power?” Verse 11: “ ‘They send forth their little ones, like g 
flock, and their children dance. They spend their days in wealth and 
ina moment go down to the grave. ‘Therefore they say unto God. 
depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. What 
is the Almighty, that we should serve him; and what profit shall we 
have if we pray unto him?” Their wealth and dancing are assigned 
as the reason of their saying unto God, ‘Depart from us,” and of their 
not desiring the knowledge of his ways, or of serving him or praying 
to him. 

From the preceding questions, it will sufficiently appear— 

1. That dancing was a religious act, both of the true and also of 
idol worship. 

2. That it was praciised exclusively on joyful occasions, such as 
national festivals or great victories. 

3. That it was performed by maidens only. 

4. That it was performed usually in the day-time, in the open air, 
in high-ways, fields or groves. 

5. That men who perverted dancing from a sacred use to purposes 
of amusement, were deemed infamous. 

6. That no instances of dancing are found upon record in the 
Bible, in which the two sexes united in the exercise, either as an act of 
worship or amusement. 

7. That there is no instance upon record, of social dancing for 
amusement, except that of the “ vain fellows,” devoid of shame; of 
the irreligious families described by Job, which produced increased 
impiety, and ended in destruction; and of Herodias, which terminated 
in the rash vow of Herod, and the murder of John the Baptist. 

Il congratulate you, sir, on the assured hope which you seem to have 
attained, that you are “a true christian,” and on the meekness and 
modesty with which vou have been able to express it ; and most sincere- 
ly do I join with you in the condemnation of all “ hypocrites.” 

I am affectionately yours, H. 





Art. VII. The Imputation of Faith. 
[Our correspondent in the following remarks corrects a mistake into which Professor Hodge has fallen, 
in his late Commentary on the epistle to the Romans.—Ep, Ret. Mon.) 

In Rom. iv. 3, it is said, ‘* Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
to him for righteousness.” Not a few understand faith in this place as 
simply denoting the act of believing, which, they say, is reckoned to us 
for righteousness, or instead of the perfect fulfilment of the law. _ If this 
interpretation were correct, the righteousness of Christ is excluded, as 
not properly pertaining to the ground of our justification; it ceases to 
be true that by the deeds of the law no flesh can be justified ; God im- 
putes to us a character not belonging to us ;—he reckons to us a right- 
eousness neither performed by us nor by any other being, but merely 
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ideal; which seems at least more inconsistent than reckoning to us a 
righteousness actually performed by Jesus Christ. Besides, if faith be 
now the righteousness required of us instead of the perfect obedience ot 
the law, as he that goes beyond the law is a transgressor, he that has 
more than faith, that is, more than the righteousness now demanded, is 
convicted of sin. If faith itself be counted righteousness, we should be 
very careful not to add knowledge, virtue, meekness, temperance, god- 
liness, brotherly kindness and charity, for in this case whatsoever is 
more than faith is sin. If faith be righteousness then the doctrine of 
supererogation is not so groundless as many suppose, and the Papists are 
not so absurd in supposing an excess of merits in some to be imputed to 
others, to whom notwithstanding they regard it as so absurd to H»pute 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

However, the purpose of this communication is not particularly to op- 
pose this corruption of the true gospel, but to advert to another opinion 
espoused by some who oppose the one just mentioned. They object to 
that interpretation of the above passage, which supposes faith to include 
its object, that is, Christ the Lord our righteousness; and say, that 
faith itself is intended, and that righteousness is used for justification. 
According to them, the import of the words is, that “ Faith is imputed 
for justification.” This opinion appears not very remote from that 
which they oppose. If 1 understand it aright, it still refers our justifi- 
cation to faith itself, not as a perfect righteousness, but as one deed of 
the law. The question seems not to be so much about what justifies us, as 
in what light it is to be viewed. Both opinions concur in making “faith 
itself” that by which we are justified, only the one regards it as a sim- 
ple deed of the law, the other as the very righteousness of the law in 
the divine estimation. 

it seems to me that interpreters have sometimes adopted such ex- 

planations through a mistaken estimate of the difficulties attending an 
explanation more agreeable to the analogy of faith, and when fairly un- 
derstood more natural and consistent with the common use of words. 
It is true that when we say the faith which is imputed, is to be under- 
stood as including its object, the language must be viewed as highly 
figurative, yet such figures are quite common. We are constantly in 
the habit of putting the instrument, or means, in the place of the end or 
object. We say that fraud has enriched aman, when we do not mean 
that fraud itself is his wealth, but only the means of it; and, if more 
agreeably to the words of the apostle, we should even say. Fraud is his 
wealth, we would be understood as meaning the same thing. So if we 
should say a man is enriched by his credit or faithfulness, or his credit 
or faithfulness is his wealth, it would be at once understood as referring 
to these as the means, and not as themselves constituting his wealth. 
If we say of one accused, that he was justified by a lie, we do not mean 
that the lie itself was his justification, but only the means of it. So 
when we are said to be justified by faith, the expression must be under- 
stood in the same way. In like manner when a debtor presents a satis- 
factory bond, we would say that his giving it procured his release, while 
our meaning is not that the act of giving it is imputed as payment, but 
only the property to which the bond gives a claim. Thus faith is as 
the giving of the bond, it embraces and presents the righteousness of the 
surety. It is not itself the payment of our debt, but presenting that 
which pays it, it procures our discharge and is therefore accounted our 
righteousness. T. B. 
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Art. VIII. Q’s Explanations. 


Mr. Eviror—I cbserve that your correspondent A. H. has indeed 
condescended to reply to my queries, in your last Number; but I am 
sorry that it is so much in “the spirit of the bitter and hasty nation,” 
as completely disappoints the hope of satisfaction, on the points inqui- 
red into. It is very evident, that irritation would not allow him to 
take a candid view of any point presented in the queries, or to answer 
in the meekness of wisdom ; but hurried him into the very faults, which 
he would rebuke in the Querist, ‘not putting the most favorable cop. 
struction on the words of a brother that they bear,” “ and insinuating 
against the motives and designs”—charging him with “spleen against 
Miami Presbytery, designing to injure them,” &c. If Q. deserves a re- 
buke from A. H., what does A. H. deserve, for committing the same faults 
more grossly at the same time? Irascibility has sometimes formed a trait 
in the character of great and good men, but it was only as one of their 
great fuilings; it is now less common than in former times, unless 
when words may touch upon unpleasant truths, It is properly a mark 
of the untutored, “ He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding ; 
but he that is hasty of spirit exalicth folly.” In my humble opinion, 
my friend needs to be reminded of those divine maxims, ‘ The wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God” —* He that is slow to anger 
is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his own spirit than he that 
taketh a city,”’—and of the apostolical requisite in a bishop, “ not soon 
angry.” &c. Innumerable other considerations might also be brought 
forward to the same purpose. There was nothing in the Queries to 
ruffle any well disciplined mind, for my friend might at least have con- 
sidered, that “there can never be any error in a question, as long as 
the answer is correct.” I do not intend at present to review his com- 
mun.cation, so much as to explain my own, and therefore shall not 
farther remark on this topic, but proceed. 

1. It was far from my design “ to injure Miami Presbytery, or hold 
them up to public gaze, as a body of unprincipled men.” I cannot 
think that any candid reader of the queries, will find any thing in them 
to warrant such a harsh imputation. But an attentive observer may 
discover this in them, that the writer thought, the spirit and style of 
the Resolutions to which he adverted, resembled that of men who feel 
straitened by. the narrow policy of the Secession Church, and uneasy 
in her obscurity ; longing to figure in the more liberal and celebrated 
operations of the day, though it might be at the expense of some of the 
veculiarities of our profession. Yet on the other hand, from personal 
Leomdidien and esteem of a majority of the members of that Presbytery, 
he could not believe such to be thetr views and feelings; this crea- 
ted the hesitation as to the resolutions being actually the deed of the 
court, (which so greatly provokes the wrath-of your correspondent, ) and 
gave to the whole piece the form of inquiry. ‘This one explanation, if 
applied, will be found a perfect key to the motives and designs of the 
Querist throughout. 

2. 1 did not “suspect the Resolutions to be a base forgery, and that 
A. H. had affixed his signature to a statement, which he could not but 
know was false.”” Every one knows, that in a Presbytery so widely 
scattered as that of Miami, there may be many meetings, which, legal- 
ly speaking, are regular and regularly called, and yet scarce more than 
a quorum actually meet; that in such cases, if one or two wish to push 
a favorite measure, it is easily done; that their decision is technically 
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the deed of Presbytery, yet we may hesitate to consider it as actually 
such. This was the point on which I had any doubt, never question- 
ing the formality. I have now, however, to thank another of your cor- 
respondents, for relieving my scruple on the whole matter, viz: J. W. 
who, in your January Number, gives us the circumstances of the case, 
in a spirit of christian meekness and candor, that A. H. would have 
done well to imitate. He informs us that the Resolutions were passed 
by a small majority ; and at the semi-anaual mecting, (which we learn 
took place the day following,) Presbytery being full, there were so 
many dissents entered, as made a majority ef the whole. Now how 
must we speak of the transaction? 4 deed of Presbytery from which 
the majority dissents!! It is not my intention to criticize the Presby- 
tery’s manner of doing business. But now let the candid judge, 
whether my hesitation was unreasonable or not! and considering, that 
A. H. knew the above facts, to which it most naturally led. let them 
judge, whether his angry distortion of it, into a charge of “forgery 
and falsehood” against him, be according to “ that christian spirit 
which puts the most favorable construction on the words of a brother 
that they will bear?” 1 love plain open dealing, but his way of man- 
aging I do not love: if he did not choose to state all the circumstances, 
(to which he was under no obligation) it was a point he might easily 
have passed over in silence, and been fully exonerated, as he himself 
remarks. 1 had noticed the want of Presbyterial authority for the 
publication of the Resolutions, as strengthening my opinion, that the 
measure liad been carried in the manner, that we now know it was: 
because though presbyteries do not seek to conceal, it is not usual for 
them to allow individuals to print, when, and what of their minutes, 
they may see fit; this is done by special vote; therefore the qoutation 
of the political bluster, concerning “responsibility” by way of reply, 
is not at all to the point, nor very dignified in itself. 

3. The point to which the queries were directed respecting the Bible 
Society Resolution, seems a very plain one; but I cannot perceive 
the bearing of the reply or it, more or less. Itis well known that the 
American Bible Society will not print the Psalms in metre, nor aid in 
printing them, in any manner, either directly or indirectly ;* that the 
institution is wholly, and strenously opposed to them; and that through 
its mighty influence they would soon utterly disappear in this country, 
unless means were taken to prevent it. The Associate Synod rightly 
considers their preservation, a precious and important point of their 
profession, and they are left almost alone in the maintainance of it. 

Now how is it to be maintained?) By preaching and writing on the 
subject? Retaining the doctiine in our printed standards? and still 
casting in our contribution, to strengthen the hand that is actually put- 
ting them down! This is the way that too many maintain the peculi- 
arities of the profession ; but the inconsistency, the unfaithfulness of it, 
is plain without argument. We rejoice in all the good effected by the 


* The writer witnessed an authentical computation, from indisputable documents, by 
which it was proved, that in the course of about ten years, the members of our church with- 
in the bounds of one Presbytery, had contributed to the funds of 4 County Society, a sum, 
more than sufficient to have purchased stereotype plates for the Bible with the Psalms. Yet 
these same people could not have from, nor through that same Society, a number of Bibles 
printed with the Psalms for their special accommodation, no, nor even purchase the Bibles 
in sheets to bind them up with the Psalms at their own expense. But it might be shown 
from Reports, that they make remittances to aid foreign Societies, who print the Apocrypha. 
The wisdom and consistency of Seceders clinging to this popular institution may easily be 
inferred. 
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American Bible Society, and believe it to be, to an immense amount: 
but in this we rejvice not. There can be no doubt but the Synod’s act 
on the subject, was designed, as it ought to be, in Opposition to the 
American Bible Society, in this, and othe +r specified points; though A.H. 

challenges any one to say so, on pain of slander. How the term at all 
ap yplies to the case, | know not. What less what else could Synod do, 
in faithfulnes to their own testimony, than withdraw from that institu. 
tion, and unite all their members in opposing, not its main and proper 

object, of disseminating the scriptures; but the evils incident to the 
manner in which it is done ? Which is only in other words to say, that 
it was their duty to cali on their people to unite, in making a practical! 
defence of some points of their profession which were in a correspond- 
ing manner opposed. This is precisely what they did, by formin 

themselves into a Bible Soc iety, (if any choose to call it so,) for the 
special purpose of having the Psalms circulated with the Bible. Now 
any discerning person will see, that this is the work that lies most 
directly to our hand, and a work requiring the united strength of the 
whole church; and if so engaged in, would be productive of the most 
beneficial effects. But many are shamefully careless, many slow to 


apprehend their own interest and duty in the matter; and what is no 


better, some seem so much attracted by the splendor of doing the work 
on the largest scale, that they cannot be confined to such small business; 
they dispise their proper place and employment, and reason like the 
members, in Paul’s metaphor, the foot saying, because I am not the head, 
1 am not of the body. Because we cannot from the first, publish our 
proceedings at our Anniversary meetings, our lists of officers, managers, 
and secretaries for foreign corre spondenee, the donations and disburse- 
ments, the editions poe, and the thousands of bibles circulated in va- 
rious languages, &c. &c . we are not engaged in the great Bible cause 
at all. By such means, we are weakening instead of “strengthening our 
own hands in our own work. The private acts of private individuals, 
we do not rigourously inquire after ; but when a course is resolved upon, 
by a body, and published to the whole church, under the sanction of 
Presbyterial authority, it ought to be noticed, and in this case it ought 
to be exposed ; if not as designed, yet as manifestly tending to defeat the 
Synod's purpose, by disuniting and discouraging the people from enga- 
ging in it. And I do not see that A. H. has disproved the inconsisten- 
cy, or shown it to be duly respectful to the decisions of the supreme 
court. 

4. There are several other points of minor importance, that may be 
dismissed with a word or two of explanation. In one place | am found 
stating what was “ not altogether the fact,” in saying, that all the mem- 
bers of Miami Presbytery, ~ who were present, acquiesced in a certain 
deed of Synod. “ True, (says A. H.) none of them either dissented or 
protested, —.” It must be some new position in ecclesiastical discus- 
sion, in which members of court take their stand, so as neither to ac- 
quiescr, nor dissent, nor protest’! If I misstated the matter, by employ- 
ing an improper term, it is because our books of order not knowing of 
this position, furnish no specific appellation for it. ‘To an interrogatory, 
I would answer in a word, that I do not think the business of missions 
belongs to Synod exclusive of Presbyteries; and no such inference 
can be fairly drawn from my remarks. I never thought, nor in the 
most distant manner insinuated, “That the Secession Testimony, or 
our Covenant Bond, is inimical to the dissemination of gospel light, &c.” 
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[ shall not at present say more on it, either in the way of explanation, 
or complaint of unfairness. 

Finally, | am far from being opposed to Foreign Missions, or intend 
ing any “ covert attack on that whole business ;” but as I have already 
been too long on this part of the subject, I shall reserve my remarks on 
that interesting topic till an after day. 


Farewell, Q. 





Arr. IX. Voluntary contributions on the Sabbath. 


The following is but a part of “Egomet’s” communication. The 
rejected part, we regard, as entirely too political to be admitted into 
our pages; and besides, the design of “ Ego’s strictures” has been 
wholly misunderstood. In relation to one sentiment contained in the 
following we would remark, that our vacancies do and will increase in 
equal proportion to the number of laborers sent forth into the vine- 
yard.—Ep. Rex. Mon. 

It is proper, when this subject is introduced, that instead of wasting 
words in unnecessary strictures, there should be an application of ex- 
ortation to those who are remiss in the duty. If “God winked at,” 
or overlooked, the time of heathen ignorance, leaving all nations to 
walk in their own way, while the eye of his grace was fixed on Ca- 
naan alone, but, in due time, mercifully regarded the condition of the 
world, in proclaiming the general message of the gospel by the preach- 
ing of the apostles ; so it may be said, that now it is time, as indicated 
by providence, that we should bestir ourselves in all commanded duty ; 
and, in particular, from the facilities at present offered, endeavour to 
revive the long neglected duty of regular weekly collections on the 
Sabbath. It is well known, that, amidst greater difficulties than those 
that are now experienced, those, that, in former times, were anxious 
for the performance of this daty, succeeded, It is recorded of one 
of the fathers of our church in this land, the late Mr. Clarkson, whose 
congregation is well known to have been i: a poorer part of the coun- 
try than many, that now neglect this, that he would not consent to ac- 
cept of the charge of a congregation where it was not practiced, so 
much conscience had he in the observance of one of the despised ordinan- 
ces of Christ. Were such a feeling unanimous among our ministers, 
we might soon hope for a return to “ the good old way ” in this respect, 
the want of which is doubtless one of the causes, why the former days 
were better than these; for we never can expect the prosperity of a 
church, that continues in the wilful and contemptuous omission of any 
divine ordinance. 

When, therefore, this subject is once more before the public, let it be 
allowed to the writer of this article to suggest, that whatever may be 
said of things indifferent in other cases, here we have to do with a 
different thing. If Finis bas proved any thing, it is, that this duty has 
been considered scriptural and authoritative by our wisest and best 
divines ; that it is incumbent upon us, by our own standards; that now 
there are facilities for the practice of it not formerly afforded ; and that 
the urgent necessity for it is still the same. What might not our 
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church, under God. hope to accomplish, if means were afforded for the 
extension of our missionary exertions? We, no more than Finis, ad. 
vocate any attempt at foreign missions, in our ignorance of the proper 
state of distant lands, and our want of means of preparing missionaries 
to be useful in such stations, but we see the necessity of effort at home, 
The time was when we were in want of labourers. At our present 
rate of supply, it requires no prophetic view to evince, that we will 
soon have more than we can employ in the regular vacancies of the 
church. Amidst the general ignorance and error which prevail around 
us, shall we not arouse ourselves? If money is “the nerves and 
sinews of war,” let us remember, that it is to that which we are ealled, 
Christ was honored in the days of his flesh by the ministration of such 
supplies, and not only did he commend the tribute of the widow’s mites, 
but accepted the gold of the wise men of the East, which they offered 
to him as a king, as well as the presents of those women who minis- 
tered unto him. He still requires to be honored with our substance, 
and in the manner of his own appointment. Let, then, that false mo- 
desty which would shrink from the mention of the word money, in the 
pulpit be driven from it, and Jet our ministers declare the whole coun- 
sel of God and keep nothing back, and lift their voice like a trumpet, 
since called to summon to a war, for which supplies mast be raised. 
Perhaps it will be found that there is a people prepared for this, yea, 
zealous for it, but hitherto lacking opportunity. Instead of approving 
of the ostentatious charity of this age, many of ours shrink from it. 
Let them have an opportunity of honoring God in his own way, and 
let this tribute be paid to him in holy worshipping assemblies, and, it 
may be hoped, that, by his blessing, our fruits of righteousness shall 
more and more abound. Offerings of certain kinds, (see Deut. xxiii, 
18.) were inadmissable under the ancient law. The church of Rome 
is well known to receive great revenues from one of these sources thus 
anciently condemned. Were we continuing im the practice of all 
commanded duty, it wouid show a distrust of providence, to fear the 
efforts of that corrapt church against us; but, neglecting any, we are 
exposing ourselves to danger and provoking God to withdraw the defence. 
While, therefore, we acknowledge all our own efforts to be vain in 
counteracting error and propogating truth, let us rely upon His aid, 
doing what He commands, and we may hope for promised success. 
“Who, then, is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the 


Lord ?” EGOMET. 








Art. X. Respecting the Treatment of our Colored Population. 


Mr. Eprror,—It cannot be concealed that the subject of slavery in 
these United States is approaching a fearful crisis. No person who re- 
gardsthe words of divine truth as emanating from the Judge of all the 
earth, but must tremble for the fate of his country ; and it becomes all, 
as they value their peace, both as individual persons, and as members 
of associate bodies, to wash their hands of this crying sin. It will be 
vain for us to ery out and abuse our brethren for holding their fellow 
men in bundage, if we manifest by our acts that we are governed by 
as unhallowed principles as they. Let us examine ourselves, let us can- 
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didlv scrutinize our conduct as in the presence of a heart-searching 
God, and see whether we have cast the beam out of our own eye, that 
we may see clearly to pick the mote out of our brother’s eye. It is 
abundantly evideut that many persons living in what we complacently 
term free states, regard themselves as free from the guilt of slavery, provi- 
ded they furnish a quantum sufficit of railing and reproach against those 
states Which still continue to tolerate the evil, without once examining 
whether they themselves are not equally guilty when viewed by the 
omnicient eye, as those upon whom they heap such unmeasured, and 
doubtless, often such unmerited reproach. 

| know not the statutory regulations of all the free states, but is it 
nota fact that most if not all of those states which border on the 
slave-holding States, and which are consequently most deeply interested 
in the subject, have by solemn enactments in contravention of the fede- 
ral compact denied the black man even the right to reside upon the 
soil Have they not thrust him out as an abandoned outeast, 
unworthy of our protection, unworthy of our sympathy, unworthy 
to partake of the air we breathe. ‘The pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness, the moral diseases which spread desolation unseen wherever they 
approach, is not an object of greater dread, and abhorence than is the 
pour descendent of the unfortunate African. Let me not be told that 
such enactinents are inoperative, that the law tribunals of our country 
are open to the oppressea, and that the colored man has only to bring 
his case before them to secure redress. | say nay. Such indeed may 
be the case in theory, but such it is not in fact. So deep is our detesta- 
tion, so implacable our hatred of the colored race, that we hesitate not 
to bid defiance to the authority of Heaven, and trample under our feet 
the most sacred institutions of man, that we may rid ourselves of these 
monsters in human shape. The aged, the infirm, the sorrowing moth- 
er, the weeping babe, the pious christian, the trembling fugitive, find in 
us—relentless tigers—biting serpents. 

Tell me not, the picture is overdrawn. I say it is not; and well 
might the face of every man crimson with ingenuous shame, who coun- 
tenances this reproaching of the South, while such are the laws, such 
the state of public sentiment amongst ourselves. Nor need we lay the 
‘ flattering unction to our souls,’ that because we have not been in the 
halls of legislation, and said yea to the passage of these laws, nor aided 
the mob to thrust from amongst us our unoffending fellow being, therefore, 
we are guiltless. How much better suppose ye is the man who will not 
attempt when he has opportunity to raise the innocent when thrown down, 
than the man who casts him down? In the present case, where are our 
pleadings in behalf of the oppressed, where our memorials and remon- 
strances to our respective state legislatures. where our pious appeals, 
our earnest entreaties, and continued wrestling with a christian commu- 
nity, that these unfortunate beings might be permitted to enjoy some 
of their rights, share some of our sympathies, and enjoy christian 
fellowship amongst us? On the contrary, I fear when the secrets of 
our hearts are made manifest, on the great day, it will be found that we 
have been inwardly rejoicing, that other hands than ours have per- 
formed the work, and that we are consoling ourselves that we have been 
freed from the intrusion of these noxious beings, without incurring the 
guilt of thrusting them out. 

But it is said if we suffer the dregs of the slave holding states to be 
thrown amongst us, they will corrupt our morals, prey upon our pro- 
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perty and endanger our institutions. ‘O shame whereis thy blush!’ }; 
such would be the consequences resulting from the ipterspersion of 
few blacks amongst us, what in the name : of truth, what in the name of 
consistency, would be the consequences resulting from granting free. 
dom to the whole slave population of the south? “Consisteney, like too 
many of the virtues, | fear has fled from our land, and we are prae tically 
saying to the distressed, ‘ be ye fed, be ye clothed,’ but we move not one 
of our fingers, that a brother may obtain even the slightest mitigation of 
his sufferings. Fellow professing christians, ought these things to be 
so’ How can we, how dare we, on bended knees before the Eternal 
Jehovah, confess that by nature we are the vilest of the vile, and that 
if we now differ from others it is because of free and sovereign grace ! 

I say how can we, how dare we do this, and the next moment turn tu a 
fellow sinner as good by nature as we, and perhaps by practice better, 
and say, Depart, this land must not be contaminated by such as you. 

Brethren what shall be done? It is obvious our present position can- 
not be maintained with any prospect of doing good. On the contrary, 
we are continually subjecting ourselves to merited rebuke, and to every 
effort which we make to rid our land of the monster, slavery, the sar- 

castic reply will be made, ‘ Physician heal thyself.’ 

I did not commence this article with a view of discussing at this time 
the important enquiry, what shall be done? on the contrary, | only wish 
to awaken clearer heads and abler pens than my own. ‘The subject is 
one of vital importance, of much difficulty, and ‘withal not a little de- 
licate. Unless much knowledge, much wisdom, sound judgment, much 
discretion, and above all abundance of candor and forbearance be put in 
requisition, harm instead of benefit will be done. Notwithstanding it 
may be dificult to determine definitely what ought to be dune, it may hot 
be difficult to determine some things that ought not to be done. It is 
surely manifestly clear that as christians and good citizens, the posi- 
tion ought to be assumed and maintained, that all persons who are le- 
gally entitled to freedom ought to be at liberty to go where they please, 
follow what occupations they please, and enjoy the fruits of their indus- 
try without molestation. Unless we do this, with what face can we say 
to our southern fellow citizens, ye do wrong in holding the black man in 
bondage! But shall they be permitted immediately | toenjoy tull polit- 
ical rights and social privileges? | think not. The doctrine that levels the 
whole human family and puts them on a footing of equality is rather 
too Utopian for the writer of this article. In fact it is adoctrine known 
neither to the Bible nor to common sense. It is true, the Bible is the 
magna charta of the whole of Adam’s race, and if its doctrines be preach- 
ed, and its precepts practised as they ought to be, it will finally 
elevate the condition and secure the rights of all; but that it was ever 
intended to secure to all, the full exercise of what we sometimes hear 
called natural political rights, no matter whether they be ignorant can- 
nibals who never thought of a right, save to tear the prey out of the 
hand of a weaker antagonist, or whether they be highly cultivated mem- 
bers of civil society, is the merest nonsense that ever passed through 
the brain of a moon-struck madman. 

If we allow this portion of our population the full enjoyment of poli- 
tical rights, with what face can we deny them the full enjoyment of so- 
cial rights ! If we allow them to sit in our halls of legislation, exercise 
high executive functions, and vote at our elections, how can we deny 
them access to our parlors, to our tables, to our beds, or even to our 
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daughters. I know that many are in favor of conferring upon them 
full political rights, who would almost fall into an ague-fit at the mention 
of investing them with full social privileges. It would be well for such 
toexamine their bibles, and see if they can find any disqualification for 
social intercourse on accouut of color. If my memory cheats me not, 
the only injunction laid upon professing christians in forming the most 
intimate relation known to the sons and daughters of our great progen- 
itor, is that they do it in the Lord. Let it be observed, however, this 
jsa question which I pretend not to settle. We all regard ourselves as 
masters of our own houses—as a kind of monarchs in our own families, 
and of course will exercise our authority, that our houses be visited by 
such, and our daughters connected only with such, as are to our liking. 


A. R. 


Art. XI. Luther's Posterity. 


It is generally known to the reading portion of the public, that this 
illustrious Reformer had several children, and this would justify the 
presumption that his family has not become extinct. Hence the inter- 
rogatory has often been propounded :—What has become of his poster- 
ity? are there no survivors who bear his honored name, and may 
be traced in direct ascent up to this venerated champion of religious 
light and liberty ? Until very recently, no certain reply could be fur- 
nished to this interesting question. ‘Shadows, clouds and darkness” 
continued to hang around and check every effort to obtain a satisfacto- 
ry solution. But we are happy at length to have it in our power to 
communicate full and complete intelligence on this subject.—To the 
efforts of the Rev. Doctor von Reinthaler, of Erfurt, in Prussia, whom 
we have the honor to claim as our especial and personal friend, and in 
whose hospitable domicil aud delightful family we passed one of our 
happiest weeks in Europe, the church is indebted for the discovery of 
the only remaining lineal descendant of Luther. 

The Rev. Dr. Demme and Mr. Peixoto, of Philadetphia, have favor- 
ed the public with a published extract of a work originally issued in Ger- 
many, containing a brief narrative of the life and benevolent achieve- 
ments of the celebrated Fu/k—sometimes yelept John of the Baltic,— 
as also of the admirable and blessed institution for the education of or- 
phans, founded and superintended in Erfurt by that excellent and pious 
man just named, Dr. von Reinthaler. We are indebted to the polite- 
ness of Dr. Demme for a copy of this publication, and from it we have 
extracted and translated the following account of Luther’s posterity, 
which, interspersed with our own remarks, we are sure will be peru- 
sed wijh interest and secure the gratitude of all our readers. 

It will be perceived in the sequel that an appeal is made to American 
christians, especially to those of the German Churches, for pecuniary 
aid to defray the expenses of educating and rearing the few remaining 
descendants of Luther; not that the Christians of Germany are either 
unable or unwilling of themselves to furnish such aid ; but it is believed 
that the whole protestant world, or at least the whole Lutheran Church 
throughout the world, should have the privilege of bearing a part in 
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this honorable, and we might add, enviable work. And hence an Op. 
portunity is offered. 

Having so many duties of our own to attend to, we had resolyed 
some time ago to decline acting as agent in all such matters, but on 
an occasion so rare and interesting we must be permitted to break 
through that resolution, and herewith declare our willingness to com. 
ply with the request to receive and remit to the proper person all do. 
nations that may be transmitted to us in furtherance of so good a cause, 
Of course, as contributions to this noble purpose will probably become 
general, we do not think it necessary that individuals should make those 
contributions large. 

Dr. Demme, of Philadelphia, is also willing to take charge of dona- 
tions for the same purpose. 

Martin Lutuer left at his death a widow and five children, viz: 
three sons and two daughters. The widow died in straitened circum- 
stances in ‘lorgan, and after her departure the children were scattered, 
Several of the branches survived, in obscurity, until the middle of the 
Jast century. About that period the family of the third son, (Paul,) re- 
sident at Dresden, in Saxony, became extinct, and vith its extinction 
the whole stock seemed to be lost. In the meanwhile, however, the 
Jast brauch of Luther's lineage still continued to live in poverty and 
want in the town of Erfurt. 

In the year 1825 an ancient genealogical tree was forwarded as a pre- 
sent to the “ Martin’s Institute,” in Erfurt by a clockmaker, (Mr. Ulrich) 
of the same place, who was the second husband of the widow of Dr, 
(Med.) Bernhard Mariann Florianus Luther, who had died anno 1793. 
This family record included the Dr. Luther just named and his four 
sisters. 

And now, possessed of this interesting S‘ammbaum, the mind of the 
excellent and truly benevolent Dr. von Reintha/er, Founder and Direc- 
tor of the aforementioned philanthropic Institute, was anxiously exerci- 
sed with the following reflections: ‘1s it not possible that on this very 
spot where 300 years ago Martin Luther dwelt as a monk, a scion may 
yet bloom forth from the very same trun: ? Who knows but that some 
poor member of Luther’s posterity may yet receive the same assistance 
from the friends of Christ, which was formerly extended to the poor 
miner’s son in Eisennach, by Madam Cotta, of blessed memory, and 
that too within the walls of this hallowed place (the Augustinian Mon- 
astery*) where once the great Reformer sought and found peace, and 
whence od wonderfully called him into his service!” 

Meditations like these, while they absorbed the mind of Reinthaler, 
led him with the aid of the genealogical register just mentioned, to 
institute an investigation respecting Luther’s neglected posterity. And 
lo! far in the distant recesses of Bohemia, the last remaining branch of 
the family was found, rapidly wasting away in a state of intellectual and 
domestic degradation. 

Josep Cuarves Luruer, born in Erfurt, Nov. 11th, 1792, the only 
surviving son of Dr. (Med.) John Michael Luther, (born the 20th Au- 
gust 1763, aud who had left Erfurt, anno 1801,) was found settled at 
Stecken, in Bohemia, as the father of a family, in distressing indigence, 
and was discovered to have descended in a direct line from the illustri- 





* The Martin's Institute is located in this ancient pile, 9 part of which has been voted 
by the municipal] authority to Mr. R. for the accommodatios of the Institute. 
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ous Reformer. But the reader will probably be astounded to learn 
that he had become a—Roman Catholic! Want and wretchedness, 
and domestic and political relations had constrained the stranger who 
had wandered away from his former home and his brethren in the faith, 
to throw himself into the all-grasping embraces of Mother Church. 
Five living children, two sons and three daughters, dwelt together under 
his humble roof,in penury and wretchedness. 

The father readily consented, in order to diminish his domestic cares, 
to transfer his eldest son, Anthony Luther, (born January 13th 1821,) to 
the Martin’s Institute to be educated. Accordingly, on the 16th of 
May, 1830, amid the prayers and greetings of hundreds of Christians, 
the poor child passed through the gates of the ancient Augustinian 
Cloister, and was located in an apartment adjoining the famous cell oc- 
cupied three hundred and twenty-five years ago by his celebtated pro- 
genitor, where it was determined every effort should be made to rescue 
him from moral degradation, and give him a religious and intellectual 
education worthy his great aneestor. 

To Mr. H. Holzschuer was assigned the duty of conveying the lad 
to Erfurt. He describes the scene he beheld in Bohemia in the fol- 
lowing language: “In the paternal house, I beheld the children but par- 
tially covered with foul rags, lying on the huge earthen stove as in a 
nest, in aroom whose walls had become black with smoke. This stove 
was their bed, their table, and the theatre of their pitiful gambols.”* 
Little Anthony accompanied his conductor with a smiling countenance 
and a cheerful disposition. On the journey he was every where kindly 
welcomed and participated in the prompt and active sympathy of Chris- 
tian friends, who provided abundance of apparel for him, and eagerly 
contributed money for his future support. An appeal for pecuniary aid 
was made to a small circle of brethren, which produced immediate 
fruits, and when the child was presented to the Crown Prince of Prussia 
and his consort, they both subscribed tieir names, obligating themselves 
for an annual contribution. 

Safely introduced into the family of Reinthaler, little Luther was soon 
domiciliated, and gradually developed a bland, submissive and plastic 
character, but we are sorry to add—not a single evidence of superior 
mental capacity. ‘Thus during the last five years he has been improving 
in a physical and moral point of view, but intellectually he has made 
too little progress to warrant the belief that he is susceptible of scien- 
tific discipline. It has therefore been concluded to bind him out to learn 
the carpenter buisiness, confident that he will become a pious and use- 
ful mechanic. 

In the meantime his father Joseph Charles Luther, died suddenly the 
20th Oct. 1834, leaving his widow and the four remaining children in 
great distress in Bohemia. ‘These children are: Maria and Ann born 
1819; John born 1826; and ‘tieresia, born 1831. The mother then 
addressed herself to Reinthaler and implored “ the Martin’s Institute 
for God’s sake to have compassion on her four helpless orphans, and to 
educate and provde for them as it had done for Anthony.” 

It was impossible for the benevolent Reinthaler to resist this request. 
Indeed he had previously, anno 1834, proposed to the father to take 
charge of John. Accordingly this philanthropist, exercising entire con- 


* Those who have seen the old fashioned immense earthen stoves, still in vogue in some 
parts, especially in the north of Europe, will be at no loss to conceive how such a stove 
might be applied to these various purposes. 
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fidence in the kind providence of God, and the characteristic cheerfy}. 
ness of the noble-hearted Germans to aid inevery work of benevolence 
again threw wide open the portals of his institution to the rest of the 
children. ‘They passed through the old cloister-door on Alexus-day 
the 17th of July, the very day on which 330 years before, their dis. 
tinguished ancestor had entered the same edifice, through the same door 
as a monk. 

It is not doubted that God will provide means to defray the expenses 
of their education. ‘Thousands of Christians, not only of the Evangel. 
cal Lutheran Church, but of the Protestant world, will rejoice and 
thank God for this Providential rescue of the almost extinct race 
of the hero of our evangelical faith. In contributing to this noble pur- 
pose, we shall evince our gratitude, and do honor to ourselves and to 
our Protestant principles. Verily this is a work of philanthropy, in 
which every enlightened Christian should be anxious to bear a part ; it 
is acommon cause, a cause entitled to the support not only of the Ger- 
mans in Europe, but also in this country. 

Where is the Protestant Christian who will not esteemit a high privi- 
lege to contribute his mite to this delightful charity?) Who among us 
does not owe an incalculable amount of debt to Luther, and who can 
resist the opportunity of co-operating in the erection of this living mon- 
ument of honor to his lineal descendants ’—Lutheran Observer. 





Art. XII. A paper written by the late Rev. William Logan, of the 
Associate Reformed Church. 


A respected correspondent has been somewhat misinformed relative 
to the above paper. It has been published only in part by the late Dr. 
Anderson, in his “ Alexander and Rufus, or Dialogues on Church Com- 
munion.” The part published relates to the subject of covenanting, and 
is contained in a note found at the bottom of page 319 of the work just 
mentioned, which note we will here publish entire. It is as follows : 

“To the same purpose, with what is here advanced on the continuing 
obligation of the covenants of our ancestors, and on the manner of re- 
newing them in a bond adapted to our present circumstances, are the 
words of an excellent paper, said to have been written by the Rev. Wil- 
liane Logan, in the year 1806, a little before his death ; and intended to 
have been communicated to the Associate Reformed Synod. Whether it 
has ever been communicated to that reverend body, 1s unknown to the 
writer of these Dialogues; but as he received it through a channel, 
which leaves him no room to doubt of its genuineness ; as it is the testi- 
mony of a pious and judicious minister, given at the close of life, to a 
very important article of the cause of God ; and as the publication of it 
is both honorable to that minister, and agreeable to his intention; it is 
hoped, that the candid reader will be gratified by the following extract. 

‘«* My bodily infirmities not permitting me to attend the meeting of 
‘synod, I thought proper to signify my views to the rev. synod, relative 
‘to their minute on the head of public covenanting at New-York, 1802, 
‘in which it is asserted, That it 1s not possible to make these covenants, as 
‘they stand, part of the church’s testimony in America. To be at all ap- 
‘ plicable to the circumstances of this church, they must undergo a variety 
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‘of alterations ; but the moment that any alteration is introduced into an 
‘instrument of solemn compact, it ceases to be the same instrument. Con- 
‘cerning this, it may be observed, that in a civil contract, indeed, if one 
‘party give up with or break the compact, the other party is freed from 
‘the obligation :—But these solemn covenants of our ancestors or prede- 
‘cessorsin the church, were engagements to the Most High God, as well 
‘as toone another; in which the party vowing or swearing, came under 
‘an obligation to all the duties, they owed to God and man. 

«“« These are the terms of the national covenant of Scotland, as re- 
‘newed in the year 1638; and also of the solemn league. That God 
‘was the Great Party sworn to was evident from the nature of these 
‘covenants, and the terms in which they were expressed. Mr. Case, in 
‘his first sermon at the taking of the solemn league, says, The parties 
‘ striking this covenant, are God and his people. What is it then, think 
‘ye; when a king, yea, kingdoms on one side, and the great God on the 
‘other, swear mutually toone another? Again: Beloved Christians, this 
‘is the end of covenants and oaths between God and his people, viz. to 
‘unite and secure the one to the other. Covenants of that kind descend, 
‘in their obligation, to posterity ; which is acknowledged by synod, asto 
‘the religious parts of these covenants: and Mr. Case further says, con- 
‘cerning the solemn league, There is nothing in the body of this covenant, 
‘which is not either purely religious, or has a tendency to religion, condu- 
‘cing to the securing and promoting thereof. Such covenants are obliga- 
‘tory on the posterity of them who entered into them, wherever scat- 
‘tered over the world, even in virtue of the solemn public oaths of their 
‘ancestors; that is, to the discharge of all the moral duties contained in 
‘them, according to the calls of word and Providence, and the opportu- 
‘nities laid to their hand. If there are duties mentioned in these cove- 
‘nants, which in our situation and circumstances (such as those res- 
‘pecting the king and parliament) we have not a call or opportunity of 
‘discharging, in that case, we are not bound: these relations are now 
‘dead to us in America; and when the relation ceases, the duties for- 
‘merly due to that relationcease. The law of God binds no farther than 
‘to the duties of the relation and circumstances in which a man is placed. 
‘ But though we are not to consider ourselves bound by these covenants 
‘to some of the things mentioned, for the reason just now given, this 
‘cannot annul the obligation we are under, by virtue of these covenants 
‘to promote the reformation cause in the doctrine, worship, discipline, 
‘and government of the Presbyterian church, of which we are a branch. 
‘These covenants, by a very small explication, might easily apply to the 
‘ease of the church in America. To modify them in this manner, I 
‘would suppose, is not to destroy them ; but to reduce them to practice. 
‘The substance of explicit church covenanting, is the avouching of the 
‘Lord to be our God and the God of our seed, solemnly devoting our- 
‘selves and our posterity to him, promising and solemnly swearing 1n the 
‘strength of his grace to walk inhis ways, to keep his commandments, 
‘and to hearken to his voice ; and at the same time explicitly promising 
‘the discharge of the duties which are in a special manner called for 
‘at our hand, and testifying against the errors and corruptions which may 
‘be most prevalent, and from which we may be in the greatest danger. 
‘It would, indeed, be dreadful in us to swear these covenants in the 
‘same terms in which they were expressed in the time of our ancestors ; 
‘this would be to swear to the discharge of the duties of the time past; of the 
‘duties which are not required at our hand; and for which we have 
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‘neither grace promised, nor opportunity of performing. When we 
‘covenant with God and with one another, we ought to engage to the 
‘discharge of the duties of our own situation and circumstances ; and, jn 
‘so doing, it may well enough be said, that we are renewing covenant 
‘with God ; because it would be an application of a former engagement, 
‘or our acting upon the obligation we are already under, of acknow- 
‘ ledging the Lord to be our God, and promising the discharge of the du- 
‘ties we are already bound to perform, by virtue of the solemn oath of 
‘our ancestors or predecessors in the church; as, on this account, we 
‘are not in the same situation with a people, who neither in their own 
‘ persons, nor in the loins of their ancestors are, in this explicit manner, 
‘under an obligation to this effect. For proof, that this was the sense in 
‘which our ancestors understood the work of covenanting among them, 
‘we need only refer to their acts and deeds in relation to it. Presi- 
‘dent Edwards expresses himself to the same purpose, concerning the 
‘ Jews in the time of Nehemiah. After this, says he, having separated 
‘themselves from all strangers, they solemnly observed a fast by hearing 
‘ the word of God, confessing their sins, and renewing their covenant with 
‘God. A church in this situation, supposed covenanting with God, a 
‘recognising the obligation, they were previously under, to obedience. 
‘For my part, I cannot view the matter in any other light, without en- 
‘deavoring to deny or conceal the former obligation. The form of the 
‘covenant, in respect of the words, may be called another; but not in 
‘respect of the substance: for the substance of the church’s testimony is 
‘the same in all periods of it. Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that 
‘lam God. Mr. Calamy, on this head, expresses himself to the same 
‘ purpose, in his sermon at the taking of the solemn league. He observes, 
‘that the Israelites had not only a covenant of circumcision, but renewed 
‘acovenant at Horeb and at Moab; and again and again bound them- 
‘selves to the Lord by vow and covenant. And thus, in the church of 
* Christ, christians, besides their vow in baptism, have many national and 
‘ personal engagements to perform unto God by covenant ; which is nothing 
‘else but the renovation and particular application of the first vow in bap- 
‘tism. Their after covenanting must be a renovation of their former cov- 
‘enanting, though expressed in words accommodated to their present situ- 
‘ation and circumstances. 

“«1f the obligation of the covenants of our ancestors cannot be owned 
‘for substance, when the situation of the church and particular church 
‘members are such that they have not an opportuuity of discharging 
‘some duties in them through a change of circumstances; what must 
‘have been the state of the martyrs under Charles the second and James 
‘the second, when they became persecutors and tyrants?) Numbers of 
‘those heroic confessors of the truth disowned the authority of these per- 
‘secutors an| tyrants; and atthe same time owned the obligation of their 
‘covenants for reformation, and sealed their testimony with their blood : 
‘though they declared, that they were not under an obligation from these 
‘covenants to defend the king or to maintain the privileges of parliament, 
‘when both were prostituting the power, they claimed, to the destruction 
‘of true religion, and of the liberty cf the subject.’ 

“Mr, Logan, having thus shewn how the covenants of our ancestors 
or predecessors in the church ought to be renewed, gives it as his judg- 
ment, that the practice of public covenanting is seasonable at present, 
and confirms this judgment by various weighty reasons. 

**] confess,’ says he, ‘I cannot give a satisfactory answer to such as 
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‘inquire why the synod does not proceed to public, explicit covenanting 
‘with God. Public covenanting is a duty suited to everv generation of 
‘church members, Vow and pay unto the Lord, is ai express pree>pt. 
‘But if this duty is to be omitted, except in very singular emergencies of 
‘the church, or what church officers deem to be such; it may not be at- 
‘tended to for many generations; though still confessed to be a moral 
‘duty. Public covenanting has been eminently counteranced by God, 
‘and been a singular mean of bringing about a revival in the churches. 
‘It was the glory of the British and of the Irish Presbyterian churches. 
‘Itis a duty which many professors of religion seem industriously to 
‘shun. But, in so doing, they are far from being suitably exercised. It 
‘isa duty as really belonging to the church as baptism and the Lord’s 
‘supper; and bears a special reference to the covenant of grace. Deut. 
‘xxvi. 17. Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk 
‘in his ways, and to keep his statutes,and his commandments, and his 
‘judgments, and to hearken to his voice. We ought to avouch the Lord 
‘to be our God, with all the solemnity possible ; even with the solemnity 
‘ofan oath. This appears from precepts, promises and prophecies of 
‘scripture, and from reason. That it is seasonable at this time, appears 
‘from various considerations. Temptations are many and _ strong, 
‘whereby professors of religion are in hazard. Infidelity and irreligion are 
‘prevalent. Heresies and delusions abound, whereby the doctrines of the 
‘gospel are clouded. There appears to be a gencral restraint of the in- 
‘fluences of the Holy Spirit. The Lord has been justly displeased: we, 
‘with our fathers, have sinned; therefore, we ought to turn unto the 

Lord. They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, 
‘saying, Come. and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual cov- 
‘enant that shall not be forgotten. If it be objected, that we profess the 
‘truth at large in our systems of truth; to this it may be answered, that 
‘we do not confess in as explicit a manner as we are warranted to do, 
‘even with the solemnity of an oath: nor are we giving others that assu- 
‘rance which we have in our power to do: an oath for confirmatian is 
‘to men an end of all strife: nor do we honour God so explicitly as we 
‘might by solemn explicit covenanting, in confessing the being, the per- 
‘ fections, the cause and interest of the living God.’ 

“From this extract it appears, that this pious minister died a hearty 
friend to a testimony for the obligation of the covenants of our fore- 
fathers on posterity, and for the seasonableness of public covenanting in 
the present day. ‘To this case, the words of the poet are applicable : 

** A death bed ’s a detector of the heart.—Youne.” 





Arr. XIII. Intelligence from Java. 


Letters have been received from our missionaries at Batavia, as late 
as the 5th of December, at which time they were all in good health, and 
devoting themselves to the preparation for their missionary work. We 
subjoin extracts from a letter from Rev. Mr. Youngblood tu Rev. Dr. De 
Witt of this city, dated November 27, 1836.—Ch. In. 

“On the Sth of October we had a short interview with the Governor 
General of the Netherlands, India, at his palace in the city, and were as 
well received as we had reason to expect. His Secretary, who speaks 
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tolerably good English, acted as interpreter on the occasion. Shortly 
after waiting upon the Governor, we presented a petition to the govern. 
ment for leave of residence in the vicinity of Batavia, and for permission 
to travel at some future time to other parts of Java and on other islands 
under the Dutch government, in order to select, in the providence of 
God, the most promising field for the permanent location of our mission, 
We have not yet received an answer to our petition, but are daily look. 
ing for it with considerable anxiety ; especially as some of our friends, 
who are better acquainted with the policy of the government than our- 
selves, are under some apprehensions that we will not obtain permission 
to remain for any length of time upon the island. But if leave of resi. 
dence is not granted us, and we are obliged to leave within a few months, 
we trust it will be overruled to His glory, without whose will a sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground, and to whom we desire to commit our way and 
our all. 

“ The policy of government, as it respects missionary operations, is the 
same or nearly the same that it has been for several years past. Mis- 
sionaries are permitted to labor among the Chinese and Malays in and 
about the large cities under the eye of the government; but are entirely 
excluded from laboring for the spiritual good of the native Javanese, who 
constitute the great mass of the population in the inverior of the island; 
and who are represented by those who have travelled among them, and 
on whose veracity we can rely, as an inquisitive people, quick of percep- 
tion, very desirous of instruction, and far from being bigoted Mahome- 
dans. 

“As it respects the adult Chinese and Malay population by whom we 
are surrounded, all efforts for their conversion to Christianity, in human 
view, seem to be hopeless. The great mass of the Chinese appear to be 
wholly intent upon gain. They will lie, defraud, and descend to almost 
any menial arts to accomplish their object. At the same time they are 
wedded to their idols and superstition. A short time since I visited one 
of their temples, which I will not pretend to describe,—suffice it to say that 
it contained gods many,and lords many. The Malays differ from the Chi- 
nese in almost every respect. They appear to have nodesire forthe acqui- 
sition of wealth. If they can procure rice for their subsistance ; the 
beetle-nut, sere, and tobacco to chew ; and a turban or two, with a few 
thin garments to wear ; they appear to be content. This I say is true 
with regard to the mass ; there are, as you may suppose exceptions. 
There is one trait in the Malay character which is highly commendable, 
and ought to put many professing Christains to the blush. Although 
the professed followers of one who delighted in war and murder, they 
are remarkably gentle and peaceable in their disposition. Since our 
arrival, which is now between two and three months, I have seen hun- 
dreds and sometimes thousands daily ; but I have not seen an individual 
strike another, neither have I heard any angry words between any. The 
children both of the Chinese and Malays are very interesting, and I am 
fully persuaded, as capable of receiving instruction as children in Christian 
countries. I have been surprised at the proficiency of some Malay boys 
here in writing and arithmetic. Schools might be established for the 
instruction of Chinese children, to almost any extent. The greater part 
of the Malays are unwilling to have their children taught in schools 
where Christian books are used, or where they suspect they will be used. 
If proper and continued efforts were used, however, I think schools 
might be established among them, the expense of a school annually con- 
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taining 25 or 30 children, is about 300 rupees copper, about $100, of 
which the teacher receives more that two thirds, 

“ We have not received any interesting or important intelligence from 
anv of the missionary stations on the island or on the continent recently. 
Mr. Tracy, at Singapore, who was dangerously ill, has nearly, if not en- 
tirely recovered. The Rev. Mr. Barnstein, with whose name you must 
be somewhat familiar, and three other German Missionaries left us on 
98th of September for Surabaya, and from thence they intended to sail, 
as soon as practicable, for Borneo, to establish missions among the Dyaks. 
A letter was recently received from Mr. B. stating that they were soon 
to leave Surabaya ; and that, since their arrival, they had preached fre- 
quently, and that large numbers had flocked to hear them. Recent ac- 
counts from Mr. Armes, on Borneo, mention that the state of things there 
as regards missionary operations do not wear as encouraging an aspect 
as some time previous, still there was much to induce missionaries to go 
forward. ‘ 

“On the 6th inst, we welcomed the missionary brethren, Mr. Trav- 
alli, Mr. Robbins, Dr. Tracy, and their wives, and Dr. Hope, to these 
shores. Their society, while with us, was refreshing, and I trust a 
heavenly savor of it still remains. On the 24th they left us for Singapore 
in the English ship Bencoolen. 

“The health of all the members of our mission family is tolerably 
good at present. We are all engaged in the study of the Malay language, 
and some of our number intend soon to commence the Chinese. The 
health of Batavia is very good at present. I do not believe that there 
have been fewer deaths in any city of the same size in the United States 
than there have been in this for the last three months. But notwithstand- 
ing all this, the climate is debilitating, and we must be careful to avoid 
exposure to the sun. ‘The thermometer has not stood higher than 86 in 
the room we occupy—generally from 78 to 83. It is my intention, 
at some future time, to send some extracts of my journal, if deemed suf- 
ficiently interesting, to the Society, which has so generously appointed 
me their missionary to the heathen.” 


Arr. XIV. Miscellany. 


Strate or Reuicion iv Hate, &c. in Germany.—Paris, March 1, 
1836,—* Our next resting place was Halle, where we were obliged to 
stop rather longer than we at first intended, as, on entering the town, our 
carriage broke down. As soon as I had made arrangements about the 
carriage, and got a little refreshment, I waited on my old friend Profes- 
sor Tholuck, and met him at his door, going to spend the evening with 
some pious friends. He carried me along with him without ceremony. 
You may guess my surprise, when on entering the house, I found I was 
the guest of an old friend, or minister from the neighborhood of London, 
whose ill health had obliged him to leave his church, and, accompanied 
by his sister, repair to the Continent for a season, 1 was happy to learn 
that good Professor Tholuck, has by perseverance, prudence, and ster- 
ling talent, lived down that opposition made against him when he first 
took his place at this Neologian University. With few exceptions, the 
Professors are as determined enemies to the pure gospel as ever; but 
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Tholuck’s talents and consistent conduct are appreciated by the young 
men, so that he is the best attended of any of them. As a preacher, }, 
is, perhaps, one of the most popular in Germany. Crowds flock to h _ 
him. ‘This has excited the jealousy of the rationalist clergy in Halle, ¢ 
that they have entered into a compact to prevent his preaching in their 
churches. He has been the means of reviving the cause of religion 
among the inhabitants of the Town, and among the Students he has 
many spiritual children, many of whom are laboring in the vineyard of 
our Lord with much success, and at present there are about fifty pious 
Students attending the University, who, I hope, will go forth in due time 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

“Dr. Gueriche, one of the Professors, and a pious, talented man, has 
lately declared himself a dissenter from the new national church, has 
adopted the cause of the persecuted Lutherans, formed a little church of 
the adherents of Lutheranism in the town and neighborhood, and been 
ordained by Dr. Soheibel as their pastor. This has given great offence 
tu the powers that be. He has been dismissed from the University as a 
non-conformist, and he and his poor people are hunted down as if they 
were the worst of heretics. It is unaccountable that a government, 
which, I believe, wishes to promote the cause of true religion, should 
suffer men whw are decided enemies to the Gospel, and who, from the 
Professors’ chair, hold up the Bible to open ridicule, to instil their perni- 
cious principles into the minds of youth, and yet will not suffer a man 
who only adheres to the doctrines and practices of Luther, the great re- 
former, to retain and propagate his opimons. But it has always been so, 
Non-conformity in matters of religion, has always been looked upon by 
the supporters of State churches as the worst of crimes. Only conform 
to the religion of the State, and you may entertain and propagate the 
most heterodox of opinions. I have no doubt but the present opposition 
to the poor Lutherans, will be, one means in the hand of God, of lead- 
ing many in Germany to remember whence they have fallen, and to re- 
pent, and do their first works, 

“Even in Leipsic, in Saxony, where all are professedly Lutheran, a 
number have separated themselves from the Staie church, because of its 
corruptions, and declared themselves the genuine disciples of the Saxon 
Reformers. They are taking the same ground in regard to the National 
churehes, as the Scotch Seceders did a hundred years ago; and may we 
not hope it may lead to the same results? Indeed some of them already 
perceive that all connection between the church and state is unscrip- 
tural, and is the cause of the awful departure from the truth which has 
taken place in the churches of Germany. On the other hand, the Ger- 
man princes, great and sma}|, seem determined to exert their power over 
the church to its utmost extent, and to make the church the creature of 
the State, and entirely subservient to its purposes. Thus, instead of one 
head, the Protestant church has as many heads as there are sovereign 
princes, and what is remarkable, is most independent where the sovereign 
is Catholic.”—[ Christian Guardian. ]} 


A Sotemn Tnoventr.—* There will be a time when it shall be asked 
of you and me, ‘ Where 1s he? and the answer shall be, ‘ He is dead ;— 
he died last year, or five years ago.’ When you come to die—it ‘sa 
truism, I know, but it is one which we perpetually want more deeply im- 
pressed on our hearts—when you come to die, it will matter nothing how 
long you have lived, how long the time once appeared before you, or how 
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jong it may seem, as you look back upon it; it is gone, effectually gone. 
Then why, let me earnestly and affectionately ask you, why live now as 
if you were to live here for ever ! 


Oriain oF Batus.—What virtuous male or female will be willing to 
give countenance to the amusements of the ball room when they seri- 
ously consider the origin and tendency of this species of merriment. Its 
origin is made known in the following extract, and its tendency to licen- 
tiousness of thought and feeling and action, is too obvious to need 
proof: 

The origin of balls is marked by facts and features of the most start- 
ling depravity. In the early ages of heathenism, when the sublimated 
wisdom of a world in wickedness, worshipped a centurian’s band of stu- 
pid idols, when polluted Jove and bloody Mars, and cruel Juno, and las- 
civious Venus, were fabulously allowed to preside over the destinies and 
affections of mankind; when vice in her meretricious ornaments, min- 
istered as the lovely priestess of virtue, the exercise of dancing was in- 
troduced as a healthy, invigorating amusement, and balls soon became 
one of the fashionable sports of those idolatrous pleasure-lusting times. 
They derive their exalted ancestry from the festive celebrations of the 
mad rights of the heathen goddess Venus, where abandoned prostitutes, 
and their polluted paramours, danced together in a state of perfect naked- 
ness, to promote their virtue, by familiarizing themselves, with lust. 
There the lascivious passions enjoyed a free and most luxuriant exer- 
cise, and in those vestibules of hell, the most debasing vice was worship- 
ed as the tutelar divinities of the orgies that were held. From this 
prolific parentage has sprung the numerous offspring of the present balis, 
and their proud pedigree is still to be traced in every moral feature of 
their character. The bold pride of the parent vitiater, has however 
been successfully equalled by the apt enterprise of the offspring ; and 
the Palais Royale, but a few years since was honored with bails, con- 
ducted exclusively by intermingled throngs of naked male and female 
dancers. The present advocates of balls are welcome to all the honor 
of their origin and ancestry, and none but the incorrigible devotees of 
the amusement have a right to pluck the contaminated chaplet from 
their brow. 

Such then are balls, with all their glory and disgrace ; and such they 
staad, the abhorrence of heaven and the joy of hell. In the grand ar- 
senal of Satan, there are no more formidabie armor, for the destruction 
of the souls of young and unsuspecting females ; and in the dread solem- 
nities of the judgment day, the ruined votaries of balls, will stand in 
trooping multitudes, before the throne of the Eternal, cursing their own 
destructive folly, and calling on the crumbiing universe, to conceal their 
shame and guilt, while the wailings of their endless woe, will swell the 
undying tortures of eternity. —.4ddv. of Moral Reform. 


Government Svuvport or Ipotatry i Inp1a.—The friends of Ciris- 
tianity in India, says the London Missionary Magazine for February, 
who have long regarded with deep regret the system pursued by the 
rulers of that country, in reference to the support they have given to the 
idolatrous worship of the people, and deeply lamented the evils to which 
it has given rise, will be glad to learn that active measures are now in 
progress, to put an end to the ruinous and anti-Christian policy, which 
has been so long followed. At a Meeting of the General Court of Pro- 
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prietors, in the East India House, on the 21st of Dec. ult., Mr. Poynder 
brought forward a Resolution, the object of which was to recominend 
to the Court of Directors, to take more decided steps for abolishing the 
pilgrim tax, and for discontinuing the support afforded by the Indian goy. 
ernment to the idolatry of that country. Mr. Poynder’s proposition, 
enforced in an excellent speech, and supported by Messrs Marriott, Hap. 
key, and other proprietors, was carried by an unanimous vote of the 
Court. It is therefore to be expected that this unholy source of revenue 
to the Indian Exchequer will be speedily closed up, and the sinful con. 
nexion between the British authorities and the priests, and the temples of 
Hindoo Idol*try, presenting as it has hitherto done, a tormidable obsta. 
ble to the progress of the Gospel in India, will soon entirely cease. 


Esteem your Minister.— Know them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and esteem them very highly in love, for their 
work’s sake.” 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. 

Where a minister is properly esteemed and loved, there will be the 
greatest deference for his opinions, the most delicate attention to his 
comfort, a scrupulous respect for his character. Some people treat 
their minister as if he could feel nothing but blows. They are rude and 
uncourteous. Instead of this, let him see the most studious and constant 
care to promote his happiness and usefulness.—When he is in sickness, 
visit him ; in trouble, sympathize with him; when absent from home, 
take a kind interest in his family; when he returns, greet him with a 
smile. Let him see that his prayers, and solicitude, and sermons, render 
him dear to the hearts of his flock. It is astonishing what an influence 
is sometimes produced upon a minister’s mind and comfort, even by the 
least expression of his people’s regard.—Rev. J. A. James. 


Arnetsm.—One day, that D’Alembert and Condorcet were dining 
with Voltaire, they proposed to converse on atheism, but Voltaire stopped 
them at once. ‘ Wait,” said he, “till my servants have withdrawn, I do 
not wish to have my throat cut to-night.” 





The Greatest Problem. 


A young man who had taken his degree in college, and was celebrated 
for his attainments particularly in mathematical learning, settled in a 
village where a worthy clergyman resided. It was not long before the 
clergyman met him in one of his walks, and after some conversation, as 
they were about to part, he said to him, I hear you have distinguished 
yourself for your mathematical attainments. I have a problem which I 
wish you would solve. What is it, eagerly enquired the youth? ‘The 
pastor replied, ** What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whoie 
world and lose his own soul? Or, What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?’ The student said nothing, but smiled at the old man’s so- 
lemnity. But the problem stuck to him, and in vain he attempted to 
shake it off. In pleasure, in business, and even in his most favorite stu- 
dies, this problem would recur, and he had no peace of mind until he 
had solved it by the word of God.—[{ Communicated. | | 

































Queries. 


Art. XV. Queries. 


If Slavery, which is acknowledged a sin on all hands, be retained in 
the church, what may we say as to the church’s faithfulness? 


If iniquity be established by law—can this clear the church from the 
guilt of the sin thus established by law? X. 


To the Editor of the Religious Monitor. 

Sir,—Does not the Unveiler of Theology, who, in the March No. of 
the Monitor, subscribes himself “ Seceder,” directly or indirectly deny 
that there is any warrant from the word of God for the office of Ruling 
Elder, in the church, as distinct from that of Teaching Elder? And if 
so, should not some of your able correspondents examine his doctrine, 


and ascertain whether the name “Seceder” truly belongs to him, or is 
assumed ? ‘ 


The question is often asked, What is the difference between the Sece- 
ders, and the Associate Reformed? The answer has been industriously 
circulated, and even expressed from the pulpit, by individuals connected 
with the latter Association, that “there is nodifference ;” sometimes this dis- 
ingenuous assertion is added—* except this, the Seceders are bound by 
their Covenant Engagements, never to give up their present avowed 
principles, or join another denomination, even should they be convicted 
of error.” Now, although it might not be deemed necessary to intimate 
to the intelligent and candid, that there isa “ difference,” and that our 
covenant obligations bind us to embrace and maintain the truth wherever, 
and whenever discovered, and to give up our principles now maintained, 
whenever convicted of error; yet might not the cause of truth, and gene- 
ral satisfaction be promoted, if some correspondent would, through the 
Monitor, briefly and plainly state the specific difference? And will the 
writer be pleased to add a few observations, showing the propriety of 
maintaining a separate communion, though this difference be compara- 
tively sinall, now considered unimportant ? 


According to the established order of presbyterial church courts, a can- 
didate for the Ministry is licensed to preach a certain length of time be- 
fore ordination. Is he then to be considered a true and proper minister 
of Christ, and as such commissioned to “go and teach all nations, bapti- 
zing them,” Mat. xxvili, 19? If he be not in the full sense of the word, 
a Minister of Christ, wherein does his essay to preach the gospel differ 
from a student’s probationary exercises? Is a call from the people in- 
dispensably requisite, as the ground upon which the church judicatory 
proceeds to ordain? If so, how can they ordain some for Missionary, or 

articular purposes, before such calls are received, as is often done? 
But if it be urged that such a testimonial from the people is necessary, 
is more than one call demanded as an evidence that the probationer is 
possessed of such qualifications as will render him an acceptable and 
useful teacher among the people ? If one call be sufficient, as has been gen- 
erally thought, then should not the court of Christ’s house immediately pro- 
ceed to ordain the probationer, upon his presenting the requisite evidence 
of his fitness to discharge all the official duties of an ambassador of 
Christ? And would not the interests of the church be thus greatly pro- 
moted, especially in new places, where often he is called upon to admt- 
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nister baptism, and desired to dispense the sacrament, organize new ya. 
cancies, &c.? 
If anin lividual, ordained to the eldership of one congregation having 
changed locations should be chosen a ruling elder in another, must his 
ordination vows be imposed upon him again ? QvIRENDo. 








Art. VI. Poetry. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 











The following lines were written on seeing the representation of g 
lamb burning on the altar,—as offered up in the temple of old ; under. 
neath which was inscribed 

“IL BRULE POUR VOUS.” 
It burns for you. 


It burns for you, its blood is shed ; 
To save from sin, this Lamb is dead ; 
It burns a type,—by mercy given, 
Of Him who died to give us Heav’n. 


























Yes, but a type, its blood may flow, 
But never quench the flames of wo, 
Never save from sin and wrath, 
Heirs of Hell and endless death. 


The tide of burning wrath to turn, 

Though beasts of forest all should burn, 
Though angels leave their thrones to die, 

Is hopeless :—lost and helpless man must lie. 


























But see from Heav’n’s throne descend 
God Himself, the sinner’s friend : 

‘* Lo I come,”—the Saviour cries, 
The Lord of life, a sacrfiice. 


He burns for you, the Holy One 
Bears the wrath of God alone, 

Buys your pardon with His blood ; 
Behold, and love the Incarnate God. 


























He burns for you, the Eternal Son, 

His soul is piere’d, your cause is won; 
His blood has quench’d the flames of wrath, 
The Lord has saved you by His death. 

He burns for you :—let burning love 

Your deep devoted rev’rence prove : 

Burn O my heart, an altar be 

Quenchless as Eternity. MAXTON. 
“A 
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